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( From  the  Edinburgh  Med.  and.  Surg.  Journal,  No.  115. J 


Part  I.— Classification  as  applied  to  Natural 

History. 

"W'hen  M.  Alibert  first  proposed,  as  the  subject  of  the  prize 
essay  at  the  Hospital  of  St  Louis,  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
artificial  and  natural  modes  of  classification,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  it  would  be  vain,  and  almost  presumptuous,  for  any  but  a 
Frenchman  to  treat  on  a  subject  so  peculiarly  French.  The 
country  which  gave  birth  to  Jussieu,  and  Decandolle,  Lamarck, 
Geoffroy  St-Hilaire,  and  Blainville,  and  fostered  the  genius  of 
Cuvier,  may  justly  claim  the  distinction  of  having  led  all  Eu¬ 
rope  in  the  march  of  natural  science,  and  of  having  dictated  the 
true  laws  by  which  she  ought  to  be  guided  in  its  pursuit.  In 
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this  department,  it  must  be  confessed,  that  France  is  without  a 
rival.  The  talent  of  her  philosophers,  developed  and  encouraged 
by  the  extent  and  liberality  of  her  scientific  institutions,  has 
placed  her  on  a  throne  to  which  none  can  as  yet  contest  the 
right. 

Flow  then  shall  a  stranger  venture  on  ground  so  truly  na¬ 
tional  was  the  first  thought  naturally  suggested  by  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  title  of  this  essay.  A  moment’s  considera¬ 
tion,  however,  was  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  it  would  be  at 
least  worth  the  trial,  were  it  but  to  prove,  that  foreigners  are 
not  unmindful  of  their  neighbours’  improvements, — not  unwil¬ 
ling  to  adopt  them — and  not  forgetful  to  acknowledge  the  source 
whence  they  have  derived  them.  It  is  true,  that  we  are  only 
beginning  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  our  teachers  ;  but  we  alrea¬ 
dy  perceive  the  truth  of  the  principles  they  have  laid  down, 
and  appreciate  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  their  applica¬ 
tion. 

Had  further  inducement  been  required,  a  sentiment  of  obli¬ 
gation  for  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  the  author  of  the  prize, 
would  afford  a  sufficient  stimulus  for  every  foreigner  to  use  his 
best  exertions  to  fulfil  his  wishes  and  intentions. 

Origin  and  Progress  of  Natural  and  Artificial  Classification . 

- — In  discussing  the  relative  advantages  of  various  kinds  of  clas¬ 
sification,  and  of  the  propriety  of  their  application  to  diseases  of 
the  skin,  we  cannot  avoid  the  necessity  of  referring  to  Natural 
History.  It  is,  in  fact,  to  natural  history  that  all  classification 
owes  its  origin.  The  human  mind,  on  entering  on  the  study  of 
a  subject  so  vast  in  extent,  comprising  as  it  does  a  knowledge 
of  the  nature,  habits,  and  formation  of  every  natural  object  of 
which  this  earth  is  formed,  or  by  which  it  is  inhabited,  seems 
to  have  been  lost  in  the  immensity  of  the  space  to  be  traversed, 
and  to  have  sought  some  natural  divisions,  which,  like  the  eras 
in  history,  might  afford  a  resting-place  for  the  imagination,  and 
a  point  from  which  it  might  again  set  out  on  this  never-ending 
pursuit.  So  forcibly  has  this  feeling  prevailed,  strengthened 
indeed  by  that  love  of  order  which  exerts  so  powerful  an  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  philosophic  mind,  that  there  is  scarcely  a  single 
observer  of  nature,  from  Aristotle  to  Cuvier,  but  has  attempted, 
by  some  species  of  arrangement,  to  facilitate  the  study  of  his 
favourite  science.  The  true  principles  of  classification  were  for 
ages  unknown,  and  the  foundations  of  the  ancient  arrangements 
were  often  placed  on  no  surer  basis  than  convenience  in  the 
disposition  of  a  cabinet, — the  alphabetical  order  of  a  list  of 
names, — or  the  geographical  relations  of  the  objects  it  compris¬ 
ed.  It  was  not  till  after  the  revival  of  literature  that  any  ad¬ 
vance  was  made  in  natural  classification.  Like  every  other 
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science,  it  seems  to  have  sunk  with  the  fall  of  Rome,  and  to 
have  remained  buried  as  it  were  beneath  that  cloud  of  darkness 
and  superstition  which  for  so  many  centuries  obscured  the  des¬ 
tinies  of  Europe. 

In  1583,  Cesalpinus  attempted  an  arrangement  of  plants, 
according  to  the  structure  of  their  flowers  and  fruits.  A  cen¬ 
tury  later,  our  countryman,  Ray,  advanced  a  step  further,  and 
applied  the  same  principles  to  zoology,  in  his  Synopsis  on  ser¬ 
pents  and  quadrupeds ;  but  it  was  not  till  Linnaeus  arose  that 
we  had  any  thing  really  deserving  the  name  of  method  in  na¬ 
tural  history.  This  great  genius,  embracing  the  whole  natural 
world  in  the  grasp  of  his  intellect,  divided  and  subdivided,  col¬ 
lected  and  united,  arranged  and  named  every  object  with  which 
he  was  acquainted ;  in  short,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  method 
in  natural  history,  which  has  served  as  the  ground-work  of  all 
that  later  naturalists  have  accomplished. 

Linnaeus  first  conferred  on  natural  history  the  inestimable 
boon  of  an  accurate  and  appropriate  terminology,  without  which 
no  science  can  make  any  considerable  advancement  towards  per¬ 
fection.  In  naming  such  objects  as  were  hitherto  unknown  or 
unnamed,  he  applied  to  them  with  peculiar  felicity  appellations 
expressive  of  some  important  or  prominent  character, — a  rule 
which  it  would  have  been  well  had  his  followers  been  equally 
rigid  in  observing.  The  method  or  system  of  classification  pro¬ 
posed  by  Linnaeus  was  partly  artificial,  and,  although  possessing 
many  excellencies,  yet,  in  common  with  every  other,  founded 
on  similar  principles,  it  is  liable  to  many  serious  objections. 
No  one  was  more  sensible  of  its  imperfections  than  its  author 
himself.  “  Primum  et  ultimatum  in  hotanice  qucesitum  esl 
methodus  naturalist  are  the  words  in  which  he  leaves  his  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  prior  importance  of  a  natural  method ;  and  his 
Natural  Families  will  ever  remain  a  testimony  of  his  just  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  true  end  and  object  of  classification. 

Before  proceeding  further,  it  may  be  well  to  define  accu¬ 
rately  the  signification  attached  by  naturalists  to  the  terms  em¬ 
pirical,  artificial,  and  natural  arrangements,  by  which  the  diffe¬ 
rent  species  of  classification  are  distinguished,  and  to  the  use  of 
which  we  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  recur.  By  an  empiri¬ 
cal  arrangement,  is  understood  one  derived  from  characters  in¬ 
dependent  of,  and  foreign  to,  the  objects  it  comprises.  An  al¬ 
phabetical  arrangement  is  of  this  kind.  An  artificial  method 
or  system,  as  it  has  been  called,  is  one  derived  from  characters 
inherent  in  the  object,  but  having  regard  to  only  one  part  of 
its  organization  :  such  is  in  Botany  the  arrangement  of  Tourne- 
fort,  drawn  from  the  Corolla ,  or  of  Linnaeus,  from  the  organs 
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of  generation  in  plants.  In  a  natural  classification,  to  which 
the  term  method  has  been  more  peculiarly  applied,  reference  is 
made  to  the  sum  of  the  most  important  and  constant  characters, 
to  the  assemblage  of  the  organization  studied  in  all  its  details. 

Bernard  de  Jussieu  may  be  said  to  have  been  the  first  who 
succeeded  in  submitting  any  part  of  nature  to  this  third  or  na¬ 
tural  method  of  classification.  This  original  naturalist  effected, 
after  much  study,  an  arrangement  of  the  plants  in  the  garden 
of  the  Trianon,  according  to  their  natural  relations,  and  thus 
nearly  finished  the  great  work  which  Linnaeus  had  left  undone. 

To  Antoine  Laurent  de  Jussieu,  however,  the  nephew  of  the 
former,  must  be  attributed  the  glory  of  having  first  laid  down 
with  philosophical  precision  the  principles  and  laws  of  natural 
classification,  and  of  having,  by  this  means,  placed  it  on  a  sure 
and  certain  basis.  Commencing  with  the  observation  of  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  arriving  at  general  conclusions  only  after  innumera¬ 
ble  particular  examinations  ;  joining  those  objects  which  pre¬ 
sented  natural  affinities  and  relations,  and  separating  those  de¬ 
ficient  in  these  respects  ;  remarking  closely  the  characters  on 
which  these  resemblances  depended,  and  the  importance  of  the 
organs  from  which  they  were  derived,  Jussieu  was  enabled  to 
lay  down  principles  of  classification  which  will  probably  remain 
in  science  as  long  as  classification  itself  shall  be  an  object  of  re¬ 
search.  He  has  been  ably  seconded  by  many  followers, 
among  whom  the  name  of  Decandolle  will  be  always  distinguish¬ 
ed  by  every  lover  of  botany. 

What  Jussieu  has  done  for  botany,  Cuvier,  by  following  the 
same  strictly  Baconian  method  of  investigation,  has  effected  for 
zoology.  Cuvier  has  not  laboured  singly  in  this  great  field  of 
observation.  Lamarck  dedicated  himself  to  the  Invertehrata, 
particularly  the  lower  orders ;  Latreille  to  the  insects  ,*  Blain- 
ville  to  the  zoophytes;  and  Geoffroy  St-Hilaire  to  the  philoso¬ 
phical  anatomy  of  the  wffiole  animal  kingdom.  The  light  they 
have  thrown  on  these  branches  of  natural  history,  is  as  great  as 
might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  combination  of  talent 
devoted  to  them. 

I  need  scarcely  enter  into  a  detailed  comparison  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  merits  of  natural  and  artificial  methods,  as  applied  to  na¬ 
tural  history.  On  this  subject  there  is  but  one  opinion ;  the 
very  announcement  even  of  the  intention  implied  in  their  for¬ 
mation  declares  the  relative  utility  of  each.  In  the  artificial, 
it  is  to  afford  an  easy  and  direct  means  of  discovering  the  name 
of  any  object  which  may  present  itself,— -in  other  words,  to  fur¬ 
nish  an  index  to  Nature.  The  importance  of  such  a  means  is 
great;  to  the  young  student,  in  a  science  of  great  extent,  it  is 
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indispensable  for  the  acquisition  of  the  rudiments  of  knowledge. 
It  presents,  however,  the  inconvenience  of  placing  in  relation 
objects  naturally  separated,  and  of  disuniting  those  most  inti¬ 
mately  related.  The  system  of  Linnaeus  informs  us  of  the 
number  of  stamens  and  pistils  in  a  plant,— -of  the  number  and 
form  of  the  teeth  of  Mammalia, — of  the  relative  position  of 
the  fins  of  fishes  ;  but  here  the  knowledge  derivable  from  the 
system  ceases. 

A  natural  method,  on  the  contrary,  which  is  derived  from 
the  sum  of  the  characters  of  affinity,  those  characters  having 
regard  to  the  constancy  of  appearance  and  importance  of  func¬ 
tion  of  the  organ  from  which  they  are  taken,  serves  to  mark,  by 
the  distribution  of  the  objects,  the  relative  rank  they  hold  in 
the  scale  of  creation, — the  analogies  they  present  with  those 
which  surround  them, — and  the  distinctions  by  which  they  are 
separated  from  them ;  in  short,  44  it  considers  the  object  under 
every  possible  point  of  view,  and  therefore  makes  one  really 
know  it.11 

If  the  naturalist  desired  to  learn  the  name  of  an  object  only, 
indeed  the  system  would  have  the  advantage,  since  only  one 
organ  need  be  known  to  furnish  the  key  to  this  knowledge ; 
while  in  the  other,  the  whole  structure  and  history  must  have 
been  previously  well  studied.  In  all  subjects  it  is  desirable  to 
unite  as  closely  as  possible  the  convenience  of  the  one  with  the 
solid  utility  of  the  other.  In  a  science  possessing  very  natural 
relations  throughout  all  its  parts,  in  which  the  same  organs  or 
characters,  variously  modified,  are  repeated  throughout  each 
family,  this  may  generally  be  effected  by  selecting  the  most 
constant  and  essential  character  to  form  the  basis  of  the  system, 
and  superadding  it  to  the  methodical  arrangement  founded  on 
the  sum  of  the  characters.  Jussieu  has  effected  this  object 
(for  even  Jussieu  is  a  systematist)  with  so  much  success,  that 
the  Linnsean  system  might  almost  be  dispensed  with,  even  for 
the  beginner. 

It  may  perhaps  be  urged  that  this  complication  is  unneces¬ 
sary,  since  in  botany  many  of  the  genera,  as  arranged  artifi¬ 
cially  by  Linnaeus,  are  in  the  same  relative  position  as  in  the 
natural  classification  of  Jussieu ;  and  in  zoology,  Cuvier  has  at 
last  returned,  as  observed  by  M.  Isidore  G.  St-Hilaire,  to 
exactly  the  same  order  in  his  arrangement  of  Mammalia ,  as 
that  originally  proposed  by  Linnaeus  himself.  Nor  should  this 
be  wondered  at ;  for  such  is  the  harmony  of  organization  which 
reigns  throughout  creation, — such  the  successive  and  propor¬ 
tionate  increase  of  developement, — such  the  sympathy  of  form 
in  the  different  parts  of  one  body,  that,  except  in  monstrosities. 
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the  state  of  one  part  of  the  body  being  given,  the  state  of  any 
other  may  be  almost  certainly  predicated.* 

This  agreement  between  the  system  and  the  method,  however 
remarkable  in  some  instances,  does  not  render  methodical  ar¬ 
rangement  the  less  necessary.  In  reflecting  on  the  unity  and 
harmony  of  nature,  we  must  not  forget  that  she  has  also  varie¬ 
ties  and  anomalies.  It  may  be  considered  almost  as  an  axiom, 
that  absolute  constancy  is  a  thing  unknown  in  natural  history ; 
from  thence  it  necessarily  follows,  that  any  one  character  must 
be  subject  to  irregularity,  and  therefore  that  any  arrangement 
founded  on  one  character,  consequently  any  system,  must  be  im¬ 
perfect. 

As  natural  history  is  only  the  means,  and  not  the  end  of  il¬ 
lustration,  we  shall  quote  one  or  two  instances,  first  of  accidental 
variety,  and  then  of  constant  variety,  if  such  an  expression  be 
not  a  contradiction  in  terms.  The  first  is  comparatively  trifling, 
it  merely  serves  to  confuse  the  systematist  in  the  determination 
of  an  unknown  species  ;  the  second  strikes  at  the  very  root  of  all 
systematic  classification.  It  requires  but  a  very  young  botanist 
to  know  how  frequently  the  number  of  stamens  vary  in  plants 
according  to  the  soil  or  climate  in  which  they  may  be  found, — 
how  often  in  some  species  there  is  more  or  less  abortion  of  these 
organs,  and  how  easy  it  is  by  cultivation  to  make  them  assume 
a  character  and  structure  quite  foreign  to  their  natural  state. 
These  may  be  considered  as  exceptions  or  accidental  varieties, 
but  in  other  cases  the  exception  becomes  the  rule,  the  variety 
constant.  In  some  genera,  as  the  Lychnis  and  Valeriana ,  cer¬ 
tain  species  are  always  deficient  in  the  number  of  the  organs  of 
generation,  and  had  Linnaeus  strictly  adhered  to  his  system,  he 
would  have  been  forced  to  break  up  these,  two  of  his  best  mark¬ 
ed  genera.  If  such  anomalies  would  operate  frequently  in  divid¬ 
ing  genera,  it  may  easily  be  conceived  how  much  more  frequently 
it  would  oppose  the  formation  of  the  larger  groups,  or  orders 
and  classes ;  and  accordingly,  we  frequently  find  in  the  Linnaean 
system,  that  genera  are  altogether  separated  from  those  to  which 
they  are  naturally  allied  by  some  unimportant  variety  in  the 
number  or  disposition  of  their  stamens  or  pistils. 

In  zoology,  the  varieties  of  organization  are  not  less  striking, 
and  extend  to  whole  families  and  collections  of  families.  The  In - 
vertehrata  generally,  and  especially  the  Insecta  and  Entozoa , 
present  anomalies  the  most  extraordinary  ;  the  latter,  from  some 


*  ft  was  to  the  constancy  of  this  harmony  that  Cuvier  owed  his  great  discovery, 
so  useful  in  its  application  to  another  interesting  branch  of  natural  science;  namely, 
that,  from  a  single  bone,  nay,  from  a  fragment  of  a  bone,  even  in  a  fossil  state,  the 
family,  genus,  and  frequently  the  species  even  of  the  animal  to  which  this  relic 
once  belonged,  might  be  accurately  determined. 
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portions  of  their  organization,  would  merit  no  inconsiderable 
rank  in  the  animal  kingdom,  while  from  others  they  would 
justly  be  placed  among  the  lowest  of  the  zoophytes. 

A  protracted  contemplation  of  nature  under  this  point  of 
view  renders  us  almost  forgetful  of  the  great  harmony  which 
pervades  the  whole.  To  appreciate  this  vast  expanse  in  its  just 
proportions,  we  must  regard  it,  as  it  were,  from  some  lofty  emi¬ 
nence,  whence,  overlooking  the  less  inequalities  of  surface, 
which,  on  a  near  approach,  become  magnified  to  undue  import¬ 
ance,  we  may  obtain  without  obstruction  a  general  and  com¬ 
prehensive  view.  Thus,  in  natural  history,  to  see  distinctly 
the  unity  of  nature  interrupted  by  anomaly,  demands  that, 
with  the  geologist,  we  should  consider  the  successive  formation 
of  organized  beings,  as  displayed  in  the  relative  ages  of  the  va¬ 
rious  strata  of  which  the  earth's  surface  is  composed :  that,  with 
the  anatomist,  we  should  observe  the  progressive  developement 
of  organs  during  their  foetal  formation,  and  the  changes  through 
which  they  pass  before  they  arrive  at  their  perfect  state ;  and 
finally,  it  demands  that,  with  the  analytic  spirit  of  Geoffroy 
St-Hilaire,  we  should  decompose  and  reduce  to  their  simple 
elements  the  complicated  structure  of  the  whole,  before  we  can 
comprehend  the  vast  harmony  of  creation,  before  we  can  see 
nature  as  she  really  is, — Variety  in  Unity. 

In  making  use  of  the  term  Natural  Method,  we  have  inquir¬ 
ed  how  far  any  classification  can  strictly  merit  that  name. 
44  Je  suis  de  Opinion,”  observes  M.  Geoffroy  St-Hilaire,* 
44  qu'une  methode  parfaite  ne  saurait  exister ;  c'est  une  sorte  de 
pierre  philosophale  dont  la  decouverte  est  impossible.11  We 
believe  the  observation  to  be  correct ;  for  nature  has  only  formed 
individuals.  We  must  remember,  however,  that  she  has  formed 
them  in  a  certain  order ;  some  she  has  more  or  less  approxi¬ 
mated  by  certain  resemblances  and  affinities  ;  others  she  has 
separated  by  modifications  and  distinctions.  To  unite,  how¬ 
ever,  in  families,  genera  and  species — to  make  abrupt  stops, 
and  lay  down  strict  divisions,  is  without  question  purely  the 
work  of  art ;  but  the  more  perfectly  this  is  accomplished  on  the 
principles  of  natural  classification,  the  more  nearly  it  approaches 
the  course  of  nature  herself.  A  natural  method  we  consider 
as  much  a  means  of  union  as  of  separation, — as  a  mode  of  mark¬ 
ing  relations  and  affinities,  no  less  than  distinctions ;  and  in 
proportion  as  it  imitates  the  natural  course  of  organization, 
shows  how  beautifully  one  type  of  formation  glides  into  another, 
— how  gradually  the  characteristic  features  of  one  class  become 


*  Coiii-s  de  l’Histoire  Nat.  des  Mammiferes,  See.  par  M.  Geoffroy  Saint.  Hilaire, 
1829,  p.  28. 
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softened  in  its  extreme  members,  till  they  blend  into  harmony 
with  those  which  follow,  does  it  attain  the  true  character  of  a 
natural  method, — Division  in  Union. 

Part  II. — Principles  of  Natural  Classification,  and 

THEIR  APPLICABILITY  TO  DISEASES  OF  THE  SlCIN. 

Before  we  can  discuss  the  comparative  merits  of  natural  and 

JL 

artificial  arrangements  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  a  question  of 
some  difficulty  must  be  answered.  Is  a  natural  method  appli¬ 
cable  to  this  subject  ?  “  Vouloir  proceder  en  nosologie  comme 

en  histoire  naturelle,  nest  vouloir  comparer  a  des  etats  qui  sont 
toujours  des  aberrations  ou  des  perversions  de  la  regie,  des 
etres  constamment  reguliers,‘n  *  is  the  reply  furnished  by  a  mo¬ 
dern  pathologist.  That  there  is  not  in  diseases  all  that  natural 
order  which  reigns  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  world, — that 
their  relations  are  more  distant,  their  affinities  less  evidently 
marked,  we  are  ready  to  allow.  But  this  would  lead  us  to  draw 
the  contrary  conclusion,  that  there  is,  for  this  very  reason, 
more  need  of  a  method  by  which  the  relations  and  affinities 
which  do  exist  may  be  brought  more  clearly  into  view  ;  that,  as 
no  one  character  can  be  found  sufficiently  constant,  it  becomes 
the  more  incumbent  on  us  to  found  our  classification  on  the 
sum  of  the  whole.  To  determine,  however,  accurately  the 
possibility  of  this  application  to  the  subject  in  question,  we 
must  examine  minutely  the  principles  on  which  natural  classi¬ 
fication  is  founded,  the  conditions  under  which  it  is  applicable, 
and  the  extent  to  which  these  conditions  are  fulfilled  by  the 
diseases  of  the  skin. 

Principles  of  Natural  Classification. — The  principles  of 
natural  classification  must  vary  to  a  certain  extent,  according 
to  the  subjects  to  which  they  are  applied.  The  only  one  in 
relation  to  which  they  have  hitherto  been  laid  down  with  any 
thing  like  precision  is  Botany.  Decandolle,  who  has  applied 
himself  to  this  abstruse  branch  of  science  with  the  greatest  suc¬ 
cess,  has  considered  the  whole  theory  of  natural  classification  as 
comprised  in  the  three  following  divisions. 

1.  The  estimation  of  the  relative  importance  which  should 
be  attached  to  organs,  as  compared  with  each  other. 

2.  The  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  which  may  deceive 
the  observer  relatively  to  the  true  nature  of  the  organs. 

3.  The  estimation  of  the  importance  which  should  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  each  of  the  points  of  view  under  which  an  organ  can 
be  considered.*)* 


*  M.  Breschet,  in  the  Diet,  de  Medecine,  Art.  Deviations. 
j  Decandolle,  Theorie  Elementaire  de  Botanique,  8vo,  p.  78. 
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As  these  observations  are  general,  and  more  or  less  appli¬ 
cable  to  almost  every  subject  to  which  a  natural  method  is 
adapted,  we  shall,  as  briefly  as  possible,  consider  their  import¬ 
ance  in  relation  to  our  present  subject,  and  the  modifications 
which  they  undergo,  before  they  can  be  applied  to  other  branches 
of  natural  science. 

Before  commencing  the  consideration  of  these  principles,  we 
premise,  that,  in  applying  them  more  generally  than  their 
author  has  done,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  break  through  a  rule 
which  naturalists  have  laid  down,  or  rather  we  shall  be  forced 
to  make  their  exception  our  rule.  A  character,  it  is  said,  should 
never  be  drawn  from  a  function,  but  from  the  organ  by  which 
that  function  is  effected,  except  in  cases  where  that  function 
cannot  be  appreciated.  In  nosology,  it  is  the  diseased  function 
or  symptom  which  must  always  furnish  the  character,  since  we 
are  generally,  not  to  say  always,  unable  to  appreciate  the  orga¬ 
nic  change  by  which  it  is  produced.  We  can  see,  for  instance, 
the  difference  between  the  syphilitic  pustule  and  the  eruption 
of  variola  ;  but  the  peculiar  organic  modifications  on  which 
these  varieties  depend  are  probably  beyond  our  apprehension. 
We  shall  speak,  for  the  sake  of  generalization,  therefore,  indif¬ 
ferently  of  the  relative  importance  of  characters,  as  of  the  organs 
or  functions  from  which  thev  are  derived. 

The  importance  of  the  first  of  the  principles  laid  down  by  De- 
eandolleis  easily  demonstrated.  Natural  classification  frequent¬ 
ly  depends  on  the  assemblage  of  the  characters ;  but  every  cha¬ 
racter  does  not  possess  an  equal  value.  On  the  contrary,  a  cha¬ 
racter  is  important  in  natural  history,  only  in  proportion  as  the 
organ  from  which  it  is  derived  is  essential  to*  the  life  of  the  in¬ 
dividual,  or  the  reproduction  of  the  species.  Now,  as  all  the 
organs  concerned  in  these  acts  are  not  equally  indispensable  for 
this  performance,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  de¬ 
termine  the  relative  importance  of  organs,  and  the  laws  by  which 
it  should  be  estimated.  The  great  test  applied  by  Jussieu  to 
estimate  the  relative  importance  of  a  character,  was  its  con¬ 
stancy.  He  found  the  value  of  a  character  in  methodical  ar¬ 
rangement  to  be  in  the  exact  ratio  of  its  constancy  ;  for  he 
established,  after  innumerable  examinations  and  comparisons, 
that  the  most  constant  characters  were  those  drawn  from  the 
parts  most  essential  to  the  formation  of  the  plant,  and,  therefore, 
those  which  prevailed  in  the  greatest  number  of  plants. 

It  would  be  erroneous  to  conclude  from  this,  as  some  have 
done,  that  universality  is  a  fair  test  of  importance.  The  organs 
of  reproduction  are  common  both  to  plants  and  animals  ;  and 
yet,  although  botany  and  zoology  may  be  considered  only  as 
two  branches  of  the  same  science,  these  organs  possess  a  very 
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different  relative  importance,  as  to  the  characters  they  furnish  in 
the  one  and  in  the  other.  In  botany,  the  organs  of  reproduc¬ 
tion  serve  for  the  basis  of  a  system  ;  in  zoology,  those  of  assi¬ 
milation  are  always  preferred.  In  other  sciences,  not  quite  so 
naturally  connected  as  these,  the  error  becomes  still  more  ob¬ 
vious  ;  for  we  find  certain  characters  prevailing  among  a  num¬ 
ber  of  species  and  genera  with  such  constancy,  and  drawn  from 
such  essential  circumstances,  that  they  are  directly  allowed  to 
be  of  sufficient  importance  to  constitute  a  natural  family,  which 
the  very  same  characters  in  certain  other  genera  are  so  incon¬ 
stant,  and  so  unessential,  as  not  to  suffice  even  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  species. 

In  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  if  it  be  not  premature  to  draw 
illustrations  from  a  subject  to  which  the  principles  are  not  yet 
proved  applicable,  we  might  quote  the  Exanthemata  and  Psoro- 
des ,  as  furnishing  striking  examples  of  this  observation.  In  the 
former,  the  occurrence  of  a  primary  fever,  and  the  succession  at 
a  certain  period  of  an  eruption  on  the  skin,  form  constant  and 
essential  characters.  In  the  latter  they  would  be  considered 
only  as  incidental  and  trifling  coincidences. 

This  is,  however,  of  no  real  weight  as  an  objection  to  the 
application  of  natural  arrangement  to  diseases  of  the  skin,  since 
it  prevails,  even  in  botany,  in  the  establishment  of  the  different 
genera  of  some  families.  In  the  Umbelliferce ,  for  example,  the 
generic  characters  would  be  insufficient  to  distinguish  the  spe¬ 
cies,  even  of  another  family. 

In  reducing  diseases,  then,  to  a  natural  nosological  arrange¬ 
ment,  we  should  say,  if  we  may  venture  a  hasty  conjecture  on  a 
question  of  such  delicacy  and  importance,  that  the  characters 
are  important  in  proportion  as  they  are  constant  in  any  one 
family,  and  in  proportion  as  the  symptoms  from  which  they  are 
derived  regard  the  life  of  the  individual, — as  they  extend  their 
effects  to  other  parts  of  the  organization,  or  as  they  produce  con¬ 
stitutional  sympathies, — as  they  respect  the  formation  of  per¬ 
manent  organic  changes,  as  they  effect  appreciable  alteration  of 
form  and  appearance,  as  they  modify  the  principles  of  treat¬ 
ment,  as  they  affect  the  sensations  of  the  patient,  and  as  they 
regard  the  causes  of  the  disease. 

The  second  part  of  the  theory  of  classification,  or  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  circumstances  which  might  mislead  the  observer  in 
regard  to  the  true  nature  of  the  organs,  is  one  of  great  import¬ 
ance.  In  natural  history  these  circumstances  principally  regard 
excesses  or  deficiences  in  developement,  either  congenital,  or 
formed  at  a  later  period  of  existence.  They  include,  also,  the 

changes  of  form  and  structure  effected  by  climate,  soil,  nourish- 
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ment  or  culture,  as  well  as  the  effects  of  disease,  as  far  as  they 
modify  the  nature  or  appearance  of  the  plant  or  animal. 

Applying  this  principle  to  our  present  subject,  to  which  it  is 
equally  well  adapted,  we  should  enumerate,  as  the  circumstances 
most  likely  to  mislead  the  medical  observer,  principally  such  as 
regard  the  age,  sex,  and  temperament  of  the  individual  affected, 

- — the  idiosyncrasies  to  which  he  might  be  liable, — the  period 
of  the  disease,  and  the  treatment  to  which  it  has  been  subjected, 
as  well  as  many  others  with  which  it  is  absolutely  essential  that 
the  medical  naturalist  should  be  intimately  acquainted.  To 
enumerate  all  the  errors  which  would  result  from  ignorance  of 
them  would  be  impossible.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  anomalies 
would  be  every  day  mistaken  for  new  species,  and  that  the  most 
important  laws  would  be  transgressed  by  the  very  facts  which, 
when  properly  understood,  are  found  to  furnish  the  strongest 
arguments  in  their  favour. 

o 

Decandolle’s  third  and  last  division  of  the  theory, — that 
respecting  the  relative  importance  of  the  points  of  view  under 
which  an  organ  (or  character)  is  considered, — though  including 
propositions  of  great  value  in  classification,  as  applied  to  plants 
or  animals,  is  not  equally  essential  in  its  application  to  other 
subjects.  The  absolute  or  relative  position  of  organs,  for  in¬ 
stance,  which  furnishes  such  important  characters  in  botany,  is 
a  consideration  quite  inapplicable  to  mineralogy  or  nosology. 
We  shall  venture,  therefore,  to  pass  over  this  without  further 
remark,  and  proceed  to  the  next  part  of  the  inquiry. 

After  having  briefly  and  imperfectly  touched  on  the  principles 
of  natural  classification,  and  some  of  the  modifications  to  which 
they  must  be  submitted  to  be  rendered  applicable  to  other 
sciences,  it  still  remains  for  us  to  show  under  what  conditions 
these  principles  are  applicable.  M.  Isidore  G.  St-Hilaire 
has  saved  us  the  trouble  of  answering  this  question ;  for  in  his 
recent  work,  Histoire  des  Anomalies  de  V Organisation,  he 
has  laid  down  three  propositions,  under  which  he  considers  ail 
the  necessary  conditions  included.  These  the  author  has  ap¬ 
plied  to  monstrosities,  with  what  success  we  do  not  inquire ; 
but  they  are  drawn  up  in  such  general  and  abstract  terms,  that, 
mutatis  mutandis ,  they  may  be  made  available  for  any  other 
science  to  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  apply  them.  We  shall 
adopt  them,  then,  without  hesitation,  prompted  as  well  by  the 
authority  on  which  they  are  given,  as  by  the  persuasion,  that 
any  subject  fulfilling  these  conditions  is  in  every  respect  adapted 
to  a  natural  classification. 

“  1 .  Those  pathological  modifications  of  the  dermatic  tissue, 
really  meriting  the  name  of  diseases  of  the  skin,  are  subject  to 
certain  and  precise  laws. 
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2.  They  are  not  merely  local  affections,  but  are  usually  at¬ 
tended  by  certain  modifications  in  other  parts  of  the  economy, 
the  one  appearing  to  be  the  cause  of  the  other,  or  at  least  to 
possess  some  necessary  connection. 

3.  The  same  disease  of  the  skin  occurs  in  many  individuals  ; 
so  that  there  exists  not  merely  an  analogy  between  them,  but  as 
positive  a  similarity,  as  between  any  two  individuals  of  the  same 
species  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  kingdom.* 

44  Toutes  les  fois  que  se  trouvent  reunies  les  conditions  ex- 
primees  par  les  trois  propositions  que  je  viens  de  vous  rappeler, 
une  methode  naturelle  est  possible  et  utile ;  et  les  formes  et  les 
principes  des  classifications  zoologiques  et  botaniques  peuvent 
et  doivent  etre  appliques.” 

It  remains  for  us  then  only  to  prove  that  these  conditions 
are  fulfilled  by  the  diseases  of  the  skin. 

The  required  conditions  fulfilled  by  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin. 
-—That  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  in  common  with  every  other 
disease,  obey  certain  and  precise  laws,  however  difficult  it  may 
sometimes  be  to  detennine  these  laws,  no  one  who  has  studied 
pathological  phenomena  with  attention  will  be  inclined  to  deny. 
That  exceptions  to  these  laws  are  of  more  frequent  occurrence 
than  in  the  other  sciences  to  which  natural  classification  has 
been  applied,  we  are  inclined  to  admit ;  but  we  cannot  help 
suspecting  that  many  circumstances,  considered  as  exceptions, 
should  be  rather  attributed  to  the  ignorance  of  the  observer 
th  an  the  error  of  nature.  Since  the  cultivation  of  morbid  ana¬ 
tomy  has  effected  so  much  for  medical  science,  how  rarely  do 
we  hear  of  those  miraculous  maladies  which  used  to  astonish 
and  puzzle  our  forefathers  ?  How  simple  and  regular  do  the 
most  extraordinary  phenomena  of  disease  appear  when  investi- 


*  Histoire  Generate  et  Particuliere  des  Anomalies  de  1’Organisation,  par  M.  Isi¬ 
dore  Geoffroy  Saint-Hilaire,  1332,  Paris,  Tome  i.  p.  104.  These  propositions  run 
thus  in  the  original  1.  Les  modifications  organiques  qui  meritent  reelement  le 
nom  de  monstruosites,  sont  soumises  a  des  Jois  certaines  et  precises.  2.  Elies  ne 
constituent  pas  des  deviations  purement  locales,  en  ce  sens  que,  chez  les  monstres, 
plusieurs  anomalies  sont  ovdinairement  associees  ensemble,  Pune  paraissant  etre  la 
cause  de  l’autre,  ou  du  moins  leur  existence  etant  liee  d’une  maniere  necessaire. 
3.  La  meme  monstruosite  se  reproduit  ordinairement  chez  plusieurs  individus,  en 
sorte  qu’il  existe  entre  ceux-ci  une  analogie,  et  souvent  meme  une  ressemblance 
frappante,  et  qu’ils  peuvent  etre  consideres  comme  formes  sur  le  meme  type.”  It 
will  be  observed,  that  the  third  is  the  only  one  of  these  propositions  in  which  we 
have,  in  any  degree,  altered  the  spirit  of  the  original  ;  and  we  have  ventured  to  do 
so  in  that  instance,  because  the  diseases  of  the  skin  are  fully  adapted  to  this  more  re¬ 
stricted  application,  and  because  we  have  some  doubts  as  to  the  propiiety  of  classify¬ 
ing  from  analogy  only.  It  must  not  be  imagined,  that,  because  we  agree  with  the 
principle  of  these  propositions,  that  we  therefore  agree  with  the  author’s  application 
of  them.  Notwithstanding  the  elaborate,  and,  in  many  respects,  excellent  work  of 
M.  Isidore  G.  Saint-Hilaire,  we  still  retain  the  opinion  we  formerly  expressed  on 
this  subject ;  and  later  observations  have  only  tended  to  confirm  us  in  the  same  per¬ 
suasion,  that  monsters  cannot  be  arranged  in  a  natural  classification. —  Vide  Ed.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal,  Oct.  183L 
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gated  and  explained  by  the  scientific  pathologist  :  how  un¬ 
natural  and  incomprehensible  is  the  commonest  symptom  when 
mystified  by  the  imposing  solemnity  of  the  ignorant  empiric  ? 
As  knowledge  advances,  anomaly  will  decrease.  Even  now  we 
know  sufficient  to  establish  the  principle  of  regularity  in  disease. 
Who  that  has  ever  observed  the  active  inflammation,  the  speedy 
suppuration,  and  the  final  reparation  in  a  common  fur unc ulus  : 
who  that  has  watched  the  insidious  attack  of  car  emus ,  its  slow 
but  certain  course,  and,  if  unchecked,  its  dreadful  termination  : 
who  that  has  ever  once  seen  the  stages  of  variola , — its  antecedent 
fever,  its  eruption  on  the  fourth  day,  its  maturation  between  the 
eighth  and  eleventh,  its  desiccation  by  the  fourteenth  (as  Sy¬ 
denham  so  accurately  described  it)  :  who  that  has  once  observed 
these  phenomena  can  deny  that  the  diseases  of  the  skin  obey 
certain  and  fixed  laws  ? 

That  the  diseases  of  the  skin  are  not  merely  local  affections, 
is  a  circumstance  of  no  less  importance  in  their  reduction  to  a  na¬ 
tural  arrangement.  The  point  we  need  scarcely  argue ;  the  con¬ 
stitutional  irritation  which  accompanies  most  of  the  Eczemata , 
the  fever  which  precedes  the  Exanthemata ,  the  morbid  changes 
which  give  rise  to  the  Ilcematodes ,  and  the  implication  of  the 
whole  organization  in  the  Cancrodes ,  the  Leprodes  and  the  Ais- 
chrodes ,  are  proofs  too  striking  to  require  further  exemplification. 

We  must  not,  however,  pass  over  this  fact  so  slightly,  in  its 
application  to  the  formation  of  a  method  in  nosology,  since  the 
constitutional  symptoms  form  some  of  the  most  constant  and  im¬ 
portant  characters.  In  the  Exanthemata ,  the  febrile  movement 
which  precedes  the  eruption  may  be  said  to  form  the  essential 
characters  of  the  group.  In  the  Aischrodes ,  which  are  so  na¬ 
turally  united,  the  cutaneous  eruption  assumes  almost  every 
form  of  which  the  tissue  is  capable ;  but  the  constitutional 
causes  are  the  same ;  the  constitutional  effects  liable  to  occur 
from  mismanagement  are  the  same ;  and,  for  all,  the  same  prin¬ 
ciples  of  constitutional  treatment  appear  to  be  applicable.  To 
the  man  who  despises  all  arrangement,  if  it  be  worth  while  to 
notice  such  an  antagonist,  this  example  might  be  adduced  as  a 
striking  proof  of  the  practical  utility  of  a  natural  method. 

The  third  and  last  proposition,  that  the  same  diseases  of  the 
skin  are  repeated  in  many  individuals ,  seems  equally  capable  of 
demonstration  with  either  of  the  other  two.  It  is  possible  that 
some  men,  who,  by  the  constitution  of  their  minds,  appear  in¬ 
capacitated  for  the  comprehension  of  relations  and  affinities,  and 
whose  sole  attention  is  directed  to  minute  and  individual  dis¬ 
tinctions,  might  urge  in  opposition,  that  idiosyncrasies  produce 
changes  in  the  aspect  of  disease  so  considerable  that  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  species  is  impossible,  and  that  of  genera  even  doubtful. 
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Iii  opposition  to  this,  we  refer  to  any  candid  botanist;  and  we 
would  ask  him,  whether  the  varieties  of  climate,  situation,  soil, 
and  cultivation,  do  not  effect  as  striking  and  important  modifi¬ 
cations  in  the  structure  and  form  of  vegetables,  as  idiosyncrasies 
in  the  characters  of  the  diseases  of  the  skin  ?  How  often  is  the 
tyro  in  botany  misled  by  these  varieties  ?  Nay,  the  master  him¬ 
self  may  sometimes  err.  We  must  not  be  surprised,  then,  if  the 
physician,  who  is  much  less  accustomed  to  philosophical  precision 
in  his  observations  and  deductions,  should  be  equally  liable  to 
mistake.  As  the  one  may  sometimes  constitute  a  mountain  spe¬ 
cimen  a  new  species,  so  will  the  other  occasionally  give  different 
names  to  the  same  diseases  as  they  occur  in  individuals  of  different 
constitutions,  or  as  they  are  observed  under  different  circum- 
stances.  These,  however,  are  defects  essential  rather  to  classi¬ 
fication  itself  than  to  the  subject  to  which  it  may  be  applied. 

Part  III. — Classification  as  applied  to  the  diseases 

OF  THE  SKIN. 

Having  now,  we  trust,  said  sufficient  to  prove  the  possibility 
and  propriety  of  applying  the  principles  of  natural  classification 
to  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  we  shall  proceed  to  compare  the 
merits  of  the  two  methods  as  hitherto  applied  to  this  study.  In 
speaking  of  artificial  arrangement,  we  shall  confine  our  observa¬ 
tions  entirely  to  that  of  Hr  Willan  ;  as  we  consider  it  by  far 
the  best,  and  the  only  one  which  can  for  a  moment  contest  the 
palm  with  that  of  M.  Alibert.  As  for  those  arrangements 
which  divide  these  diseases  into  the  chronic  and  acute,  into 
those  of  the  head  and  those  of  the  body, — -into  those  merely 
local  and  those  depending  on  constitutional  causes, — all  these 
are  equally  faulty  with  that  of  Willan,  as  having  regard  to 
only  one  character,  and  far  more  so  with  respect  to  the  selection 
of  that  character. 

System  of  Willan.  Character  selected ,  and  the  objections 
to  which  it  is  obnoxious. — -Plenck  was  the  first  to  propose  the 
division  of  diseases  of  the  skin  according  to  their  external  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  but  to  Willan  the  credit  must  be  given  of  having 
reduced  the  system  to  a  tangible  and  applicable  form.  Observ¬ 
ing  the  various  primitive  forms  of  eruption  to  which  the  skin 
was  liable, — remarking  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
characters  ;  that  it  admitted  of  great  closeness  of  definition,  and 
was  easy  of  determination,  requiring  little  previous  knowledge 
for  the  application  of  it, — the  English  physician  adopted  this 
character,  as  Linnaeus  did  that  of  the  generative  organs  of  plants, 
as  the  basis  of  his  classification.  Plis  sole  object  seems  to  have 
been  to  furnish  an  index  to  cutaneous  diseases ;  and  he  cer¬ 
tainly  effected  this  object,  though  imperfectly,  to  a  far  greater 
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extent  than  had  ever  been  previously  accomplished.  Brought 
up  in  the  Linnean  school,  Willan  had  probably  no  idea  of  the 
purposes  of  classification  beyond  the  one  he  proposed  to  him¬ 
self,  and  for  this  purpose  it  is  impossible  he  could  have  chosen 
any  character  so  well  adapted  for  it  as  the  one  he  has  done  ;  in¬ 
deed  it  almost  reminds  one  of  the  facility  of  the  great  naturalist 
himself ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  happy  selection  of 
character  may  retain  in  use  the  artificial  method  in  diseases  of 
the  skin,  as  it  undoubtedly  has  done  in  botany,  long  after  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  founded  have  been  shown  to  be  er¬ 
roneous. 

Many,  however,  as  are  the  advantages  possessed  by  the  pri¬ 
mitive  form  of  eruption  as  the  character  of  a  system,  we  cannot 
close  our  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  it  is  in  itself  too  imperfect  and 
irregular  to  be  safely  depended  on.  We  have  already  said,  and 
we  believe  it  will  be  generally  admitted,  that  no  other  single 
character  pervading  the  whole  class  is  more  constant  than  the 
one  selected  by  Dr  Willan.  If,  therefore,  we  can  show  that  this 
character  is  inconstant  and  inessential,  we  shall  prove,  as  a  ne¬ 
cessary  consequence,  the  insufficiency  of  this  or  any  other  arti¬ 
ficial  system  for  the  classification  of  cutaneous  diseases. 

In  the  first  place,  the  eruption  may  change  its  nature  and 
character  in  the  course  of  its  developement.  The  most  com¬ 
mon  instance  of  this  change,  is  that  in  which  a  vesicle,  by  the 
augmentation  of  the  inflammation,  rendering  the  base  hard  and 
thickened,  secretes  a  white  and  opaque,  instead  of  a  clear  and 
colourless  fluid,  and  thus  becomes  a  real  pustule.  This  is  so 
common  an  occurrence,  that  it  must  have  been  observed  by,  and 
probably  at  first  perplexed,  almost  every  follower  of  the  English 
system.  The  papula  is  not  more  constant  to  its  original  form. 
Sometimes,  though  not  very  frequently,  it  secretes  a  small 
quantity  of  serum,  and  assumes  the  appearance  of  a  vesicle ; 
sometimes  it  changes  its  form  for  that  of  a  scale  ;  indeed  Bate¬ 
man  expressly  observes,  that  in  the  three  first  of  Wiliam's  spe¬ 
cies  of  Lichen ,  the  papular  form  is  often  lost,  and  they  “  occa¬ 
sionally  pass  into  Psoriasis  while  in  the  fourth  species, 
Lichen  Agrius,  it  is  considered  a  distinctive  mark,  that  “  it 
is  liable  to  terminate  in  a  chronic  pustular  disease,  the  Impetigo 
The  rash  or  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  skin  will  often,  as  seen 
in  Erysipelas ,  exhibit  large  Bullae ,  in  consequence  of  the  in¬ 
tensity  of  the  inflammation ;  so  frequently  indeed  does  this 


*  A  Practical  Synopsis  of  Cutaneous  Diseases,  according  to  the  arrangement  of 
Dr  Willan,  by  Thomas  Bateman,  6th  ed.  1824,  p.  1 1  and  12.  It  may  be  as  well 
to  observe,  that,  in  speaking  of  the  arrangement  of  Willan,  I  always  make  use  of 
his  nomenclature  ;  in  all  other  cases  that  of  M.  Alibert  is  preferred. 
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happen,  that  it  has  induced  Willan  to  place  this  disease  among 
the  Bullae ,  though  his  followers,  as  MM.  Biett,  Rayer,  and 
others  have,  and  certainly  more  correctly,  according  to  the 
principles  of  artificial  classification,  brought  it  under  their  order 
Exanthemata .  The  scale  which  Willan  has  considered  a  pri¬ 
mary  form  of  eruption,  has  been  described  by  others  as  only  a 
secondary  formation ;  from  what  we  have  observed  ourselves, 
we  should  say  it  occurred  in  both  of  these  ways,  and  perhaps 
most  frequently  primarily,  though  certainly  not  exclusively  so. 
The  tubercle  is  a  form  of  eruption  but  ill  defined,  and  not  yet 
very  well  understood.  Some  of  the  diseases  considered  tuber¬ 
cular  by  Willan,  are  now  called  pustular  by  many  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers  ;  so  that  the  form,  if  not  inconstant,  is  at  least  exceed¬ 
ingly  variable  in  this  order. 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  character  of  the  eruption  itself 
is  by  no  means  constant,  since  it  is  liable  to  change  its  appear¬ 
ance  during  the  progress  of  its  developement,  we  shall  proceed 
to  point  out  some  instances  in  which  it  is  inessential,  and  can¬ 
not  be  properly  applied  as  a  character  of  classification,  since 
two  or  more  forms  of  eruption  are  often  observed  at  the  same 
time,  without  producing  any  important  modification  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  disease.  Scabies  is  the  disease  in  which  this  cir¬ 
cumstance  is  most  frequently  observed.  I  recollect  a  very  well- 
marked  case  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  at  the  time 
I  occupied  the  situation  of  clinical  clerk  under  the  late  Dr 
Duncan,  in  which  different  parts  of  the  body  presented  distinctly 
at  the  same  time  Papulae ,  pustules,  and  vesicles.  Bateman,  in 
his  synopsis,  places  Scabies  among  the  pustules,  but  observes, 

“  this  troublesome  disease,  which,  from  its  affinity  with  the 
three  orders  of  eruptive  diseases,  pustules,  vesicles,  and  papuhe, 
almost  bids  defiance  to  artificial  classification,  is  not  charac¬ 
terized  in  a  few  wordsT  In  the  work  of  MM.  Cazenave  and 
Schedel,  it  is  placed  among  the  vesicles,  while  others  arrange 
it  as  papular.  From  having  frequently  seen  it  in  the  hospitals 
both  of  Dublin  and  Edinburgh,  where  it  abounds  so  plentifully, 

I  must  confess  that,  if  obliged  to  follow  an  artificial  system,  I 
should  prefer  the  latter  arrangement ;  and  the  strong  resemblance 
which  Scabies  bears  to  Prurigo ,  an  undoubtedly  papular  affec¬ 
tion,  would  appear  to  confirm  the  opinion. 

The  genera  Eczema  and  Impetigo  of  Willan,  though  classed, 
the  one  as  vesicular,  and  the  other  as  pustular,  so  frequently 
present  the  two  forms  of  eruption  together,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
attempt  their  distinction  from  this  character  alone.  Bateman 
himself  observes,  that  Impetigo ,  “  like  Scabies  and  Eczema , 
varies  so  much  in  its  phenomena, 11  that  it  is  impossible  to  re¬ 
duce  it  to  a  strictly  artificial  arrangements  These  imperfec- 
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tions  were  by  no  means  unknown  to  the  framer  of  this  system. 
Bateman  speaks  of  them  repeatedly,  but  does  not  consider  them 
of  sufficient  importance  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  it ;  though 
they  occur  so  frequently  as  to  offer  perpetual  difficulties  to  those 
who  rigidly  adhere  to  it. 

Another  error  into  which  I  think  Willan  and  his  followers 
have  fallen,  is  that  of  having  classed  Variola  among  the  pus¬ 
tules.  The  peculiar  eruption  by  which  Variola,  Vaccinia ,  and 
probably  to  a  certain  extent  also  Varicella ,  are  distinguished,  is 
well  known  to  be  multilocular,  composed  of  many  cells,  like  the 
capsules  of  some  plants,  and,  throughout  the  whole  of  its  his¬ 
tory,  as  well  as  anatomy,  present  many  characters  by  which  it 
is  clearly  separated  from  the  true  pustule.*  The  vulgar,  from 
whom  the  learned  physician  may  often  gather  valuable  informa¬ 
tion,  have  always  in  England  distinguished  this  form  of  eruption 
by  the  term  pock ,  and  the  diseases  exhibiting  it  by  the  names 
small-pock,  cow-pock,  and  chicken  or  swine-pock.  Dr  Macart¬ 
ney,  in  his  “  Arrangement  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  in  Natural 
Orders  and  Genera,”  followed  in  his  lectures  in  the  University 
of  Dublin,  has  formed  an  order  Varicodes,  or  pocks,  characte¬ 
rized  by  the  Varioc  or  pock,  and  including  Variola,  Vaccinia, 


*  The  indefinite  use  of  terms  which  has  led  to  these  errors  cannot  be  too  severely 
reprobated.  Linnaeus  did  more  for  botany  from  the  accurate  definition  of  the  terms 
of  the  science  than  by  any  other  means  ;  and,  had  Willan  done  nothing  more  than 
lay  down  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  names  expressing  the  primitive  forms  of 
eruption,  he  would  still  be  considered  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  dermatology 
has  yet  possessed.  In  the  French  school  the  abuse  of  the  word  pustule  is  still  greater 
than  with  us.  The  “  Syphilide  Pustulante  ”  seems  to  include  every  possible  form  of 
primary  eruption  ;  and  the  “  Pitstule  Muqueuse,”  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  is 
still  more  indefinite ;  it  is  applied  to  any  elevation  of  the  skin  which  secretes  a  fluid. 
The  use  of  this  latter  term  seems  to  have  arisen  from  a  belief,  not  in  the  analogy 
merely,  but  in  the  absolute  identity  of  dermatic  tissue  and  mucous  membrane,  and 
the  possibility  of  converting  one  into  the  other  simply  by  a  change  of  circumstances. 
The  skin  and  mucous  membrane  may  be  said  to  hold  the  same  relation  to  each  other 
as  plants  do  to  animals.  Where  the  two  membranes  approach  each  other,  as  at  all 
the  normal  orifices,  the  nature  of  each  is  so  modified,  that  it  is  impossible,  as  with 
the  highest  plants  and  lowest  zoophytes,  to  say  where  the  one  ends  and  the  other 
begins.  But  the  mucous  lining  of  the  intestinal  tube,  with  its  naked  surface,  its 
mucous  glands  and  follicles,  its  sensibility  to  certain  stimuli,  its  peculiar  powers  of 
absorption  and  assimilation,  its  secretion  of  a  fluid  soluble  in  water,  and  its  whole 
series  of  diseases,  is  as  far  from  identical  with  the  skin  of  the  hands  and  arms,  with 
its  thick  covering  of  epidermis,  its  shaggy  coat  of  hair,  its  layer  of  membrane  con¬ 
taining  colouring  matter,  its  delicate  sense  of  touch,  and  its  secretion  of  an  oily  se¬ 
baceous  matter,  as  the  higher  orders  of  Mammalia  from  the  lowest  members  of  the 
vegetable  series.  A  case  recorded  by  Mr  Earle  sufficiently  proves  that  exposure 
for  no  length  of  time  will  suffice  to  make  true  mucous  membrane  assume  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  skin.  It  is  that  of  a  case  of  congenital  defect  of  the  anterior  parietes 
of  the  bladder  and  abdomen,  where  the  posterior  vesical  surface  is  continuous  with 
the  skin  of  the  abdomen,  and  is  of  course  constantly  exposed.  The  subject  of  this 
malformation,  which,  through  the  kindness  of  my  friend  Mr  Ward,  house-surgeon 
of  St  Bartholomews,  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  of  examining,  is  now  arriving  at 
the  age  of  puberty,  but  the  mucous  membrane  still  retains  all  its  primitive  and  es¬ 
sential  characters.— •(Vid,  Lond.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  Feb.  1832.) 

B 


18 


ON  THE  CLASSIFICATION  OF 


and  Varicella.  These  diseases,  however,  present  so  many  im¬ 
portant  features  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  Exanthemata 
of  Alibert,  that  a  separation  from  this  character  alone  would 
scarcely  be  justifiable.  The  three  diseases  just  mentioned,  with 
the  addition  of  the  genus  Clavus ,  (a  disease  of  which  we  have 
never  heard  in  England,  and  of  which  we  believe  our  sheep  to 
be  quite  free,)  might  not  improperly  be  included  in  a  subdivi¬ 
sion  of  the  natural  group  Exanthemata.  But,  to  quit  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  the  critical  part  of  this  question,  let  us  ask,  how  far  does  the 
system  of  Willan  fulfil  the  intention  of  its  author? — How  far  does 
it  afford  an  easy  and  certain  means  of  ascertaining  the  name  of 
any  of  the  objects  it  comprises  ?  The  experience  of  a  tyro  will 
furnish  the  best  answer  to  the  question.  I  commenced  the 
study  of  diseases  of  the  skin,  a  subject  in  which  I  was  much 
interested,  with  the  Synopsis  of  Bateman  in  my  hands ;  yet, 
notwithstanding  the  attention  bestowed  on  it,  except  in  a  par¬ 
ticularly  well-marked  case,  or  one  in  which  the  disease  was  seen 
in  its  very  commencement,  I  could  rarely  name  it  without  the 
aid  of  more  experienced  eyes.  Nor  was  my  case  singular ;  there 
are  few  students,  of  those  who  give  themselves  any  trouble  about 
the  matter,  that  cannot  complain  of  similar  perplexities.  Who 
is  not  aware  of  the  many  circumstances  by  which  the  original 
form  of  eruption  may  be  destroyed,  and  its  determination  by 
this  character  rendered  impracticable  ?  Who  has  not  been  de¬ 
ceived  by  appearances,  modified  by  constitutional  peculiarities, 
previous  treatment,  friction  of  the  clothes,  scratching  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  the  presence  of  filth,  not  to  enumerate  the  varieties  inci¬ 
dental  to  the  form  of  eruption  itself,  or  innumerable  others, 
which,  trifling  as  they  may  appear  on  paper,  in  practice  it  re¬ 
quires  a  well-accustomed  and  observant  eye  to  detect  ? 

Evils  resulting  from  an  Artificial  Classification ,  as  exem¬ 
plified  in  that  ofi  Willan. — It  now  remains  to  be  shown,  that 
the  classification  of  Dr  Willan  is  not  only  imperfect  in  itself  as 
a  system,  but  that,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  genera  are 
arranged,  the  most  important  symptoms  are  often  neglected  and 
thrown  into  the  shade,  while  trifling  and  unessential  characters 
are  brought  prominently  into  view  :  that  those  diseases  most 
strictly  united  are  often  the  most  widely  separated  ,*  while  those 
possessing  no  one  essential  character  in  common  are  placed  in 
the  closest  proximity.  These  evils  will  be  best  shown  by  pas¬ 
sing  in  review  each  separate  order,  and  remarking  on  some  of  the 
most  gross  and  prominent  imperfections  which  each  presents. 

The  first  order  of  Willan  is  that  of  the  Papulae,  including 
the  genera  Strophulus ,  Lichen ,  and  Prurigo.  The  only  incon¬ 
venience  of  much  consequence  here,  is  the  separation  of  Prurigo 
at  such  a  distance  from  Scabies ,  notwithstanding  the  many  points 
of  resemblance  by  which  they  approach  each  other. 
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The  next  order,  the  Squamce ,  is  not  equally  free  from  ano¬ 
maly.  Ictkyosis ,  in  many,  or  rather  in  all,  its  important  cha¬ 
racters,  as  its  complication  of  all  the  tissues  of  the  skin,  its  he¬ 
reditary  descent,  its  congenital  origin,  its  usual  duration  for  life, 
the  absence  of  constitutional  disorder,  and  even  in  its  external 
appearance,  is  very  widely  separated  from  the  other  genera  of 
this  order,  as  Ptyriasis ,  Psoriasis ,  or  Lepra.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  some  diseases  in  this  system  far  removed  from 
the  Squamce ,  which,  in  fact,  possess  such  very  near  resemblances 
to  them,  as  to  be  with  the  greatest  difficulty  distinguished 
from  them  in  their  latter  stages  ;  some  forms,  for  instance,  of 
the  Eczema ,  Impetigo ,  and  Lichen  of  Willan,  most  of  which 
M.  Alibert  has  included  under  his  very  extensive  group,  Serpi¬ 
gines.  The  next  order,  Exanthemata ,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
very  greatest  importance,  and  one  in  which  the  artificial  system 
is  most  glaringly  defective.  The  first,  second,  and  fourth  ge¬ 
nera,  Rubeola,  Scarlatina ,  and  Roseola ,  possess  important  cha¬ 
racters  in  common,  as  the  antecedent  fever,  and  the  regular  pe¬ 
riods  of  eruption  and  termination,  and  would  belong  properly  to 
this  group  in  a  natural  arrangement.  The  third,  however,  Ur¬ 
ticaria ,  is  distinguished  from  them  by  the  causes  which  produce 
it,  by  its  irregularity  of  continuance,  and  its  very  trifling  import¬ 
ance.  To  these  diseases  follow  Purpura , — a  very  peculiar  af¬ 
fection,  far  removed  from  all  the  others  of  this  order  ;  and  ap¬ 
pearing  to  depend  rather  on  a  morbid  state  of  the  blood,  than 
on  disease  of  the  dermatic  *  tissue  itself.  In  a  very  remarkable 
case  which  occurred  in  Edinburgh  under  the  care  of  Dr  Graham 
in  1830,  and  which  proved  very  speedily  fatal,  precisely  the 
same  appearances  were  observed  on  several  parts  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal,  and,  if  my  memory  does  not 
deceive  me,  on  some  of  the  serous  membranes  also,  as  on  various 
parts  of  the  surface  of  the  body.  For  this  reason,  Dr  Macart¬ 
ney  has  excluded  it  altogether  from  his  arrangement,  as  a  disease 
not  proper  to  the  skin,  nor  at  all  modified  by  its  location  there. 
Willan  closes  this  order  with  Erythema , — a  disease  possessing 
no  character  in  common  with  the  others,  except  a  diffused  super¬ 
ficial  redness  on  the  surface. 

Great  as  are  the  sins  of  commission  in  the  order  Exanthema- 
ta ,  those  of  omission  are  still  greater.  They  are,  however,  too 
manifest  to  need  much  illustration.  We  have  but  to  cast  our 
eye  over  the  natural  group  of  M.  Alibert  to  be  at  once  convin¬ 
ced  of  the  injury  inflicted  by  such  arbitrary  divisions  as  those 
imposed  by  Willan.  To  place  Variola  in  one  order,  Varicella , 

*  I  have  adopted  the  word  Dermatic  ds^atToc,)  from  M.  Alibert,  in  pre¬ 

ference  to  the  term  Dermoid ,  which  was  first  introduced  by  Bichat,  and  properly 
(signifies,  like  Ihc  skin. 
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Vaccinia ,  and  Miliaria ,  *  in  a  second,  and  Rubeola. ,  Scarlatina , 
and  others,  in  a  third,  is  to  separate  what  nature  has  most  closely 
joined, — -to  break  assunder  the  nearest  ties  of  relationship,  to 
disunite  harmony  itself 

The  fourth  order  of  Willan  is  that  of  the  Bailee ,  including 
Erysipelas ,  Pemphigus ,  and  Pompholyx.  The  character  which 
has  been  chosen  to  distinguish  the  first  of  these  diseases  is  par¬ 
ticularly  unhappy,  as  it  is  only  an  accidental  one,  and  has  not 
the  slightest  influence  on  the  progress  or  termination  of  the 
complaint.  This,  however,  can  scarcely  be  received  as  a  fair 
objection  to  artificial  arrangement,  since  it  is  placed,  in  its  pre¬ 
sent  situation,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principles  of  the  sys¬ 
tem,  according  to  which  it  ought  most  undoubtedly  to  occupy  a 
place  among  the  Exanthemata  of  Willan.  Pemphigus  we  need 
not  notice,  as  Bateman  himself  considers  the  disease  here  describ¬ 
ed  under  that  name  as  more  than  doubtful.  Pompholyx  may 
therefore  be  considered  to  stand  next  to  Erysipelas  ;  and,  if  the 
object  had  been  to  place  those  affections  in  juxtaposition,  which 
in  their  essential  character  presented  the  greatest  contrast,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  conceive  an  arrangement  by  which  the  in¬ 
tention  could  be  more  perfectly  accomplished  ;  the  one  is  cha¬ 
racterized  by  severe  diffused  inflammation,  attended  with  red¬ 
ness,  tumour,  and  pain,  preceded  or  accompanied  by  fever,  and 
occasionally  exhibiting  Bullee ;  the  other  by  the  “  eruption  of 
Bullae  appearing  without  any  inflammation  round  them,  and 
without  fever.’’"’  *f- 

The  order  Pustulee  includes  some  of  the  most  important  of 
the  cutaneous  diseases,  which  unfortunately,  from  the  confused 
manner  in  which  they  are  here  thrown  together,  are  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  study  and  justly  appreciate.  The  first  genus  is  Impe¬ 
tigo, — a  disease  which  it  would  be  difficult  enough  to  recognize, 
were  we  to  depend  entirely  on  the  form  of  the  eruption,  for  it 
has  generally  lost  its  pustular  form  and  acquired  that  of  a  scab, 
before  we  see  it.  When  thus  far  advanced  it  ordinarily  presents 
precisely  the  same  appearance,  goes  through  the  same  changes, 
requires  the  same  mode  of  cure,  is  in  fact  at  this  period  the 
same  disease  as  the  vesicular  Eczema.  The  peculiar  local  af¬ 
fection  produced  on  the  hands  and  arms  of  certain  persons  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  frequent  contact  of  irritating  substances,  as  the  gro- 


*  The  Miliaria  we  refer  to  is  not  the  trifling  symptomatic  disease  spoken  of  by 
Bateman,  but  the  Miliaria  as  formerly  described  by  Hamilton,  and  as  recently  seen 
by  Alibert,  Bayer,  and  others,  with  its  antecedent  fever,  its  regular  eruption  and 
desquamation,  with,  in  short,  all  the  characters  of  an  exanthematous  disease.  Vide 
Tractatus  de  Febre  Miliari.  D.  Hamilton,  Geneva,  \7\G.  Monographic  des  Der¬ 
matoses,  par  Alibert,  1832,  4to.  Histoire  de  l’Epidemie  de  Suette  Miliaire  dans 
le  depart,  de  l’Oise  en  1821,  par  Bayer.  8vo. 
f  Bateman,  op.  cit.  p.  139. 
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cers,  bricklayers,  bakers,  and,  we  may  add,  washerwomen,  in 
whom  we  have  seen  the  disease  in  a  very  obstinate  form,  is  par¬ 
ticularly  remarked  by  Bateman  as  being  impetiginous  in  some 
individuals,  and  eczematous  in  others.  How  arbitrary  is  the 
selection  of  a  character  so  inconstant  and  so  unimportant  !  In 
further  illustration  of  the  real  similarity  between  these  two  af¬ 
fections,  we  may  state,  that  we  have  remarked  .that  the  very 
same  disease,  which  in  our  own  country  we  have  been  accustom¬ 
ed  to  hear  called  Impetigo,  receives  in  France,  from  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  those  physicians  who  follow  Willan’s  nomenclature,  the 
title  of  Eczema. 

The  next  genus  in  this  order  is  Porrigo,  under  which  are  in¬ 
cluded  all  the  Tinecc  of  former  authors.  In  few  of  these  is  the 
appearance  of  pustules  ever  perceptible ;  and  in  many,  later  in¬ 
vestigations  have  distinctly  proved  the  original  form  of  the  dis¬ 
ease  to  be  exceedingly  different,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  aware, 
peculiar  to  the  hairy  scalp.*  The  age  at  which  the  tinece 
occur,  their  ordinary  spontaneous  cure  at  puberty,  certain  con¬ 
stitutional  states  with  which  they  seem  to  be  connected,  and  the 
peculiar  part  of  the  surface  which  they  commonly  and  naturally 
occupy,  are  characters  which  separate  them  very  widely  from 
the  other  affections  with  which  they  find  themselves  in  juxtapo¬ 
sition  in  the  arrangement  of  the  English  school. 

Ecthyma ,  Variola ,  and  Scabies ,  are  the  remaining  diseases, 
classed  by  Willan  in  this  order, — the  first,  a  pustular  eruption, 
generally  symptomatic,  and  of  itself  scarcely  needing  the  aid  of 
medicine,  is  placed  by  the  side  of  one  of  the  most  severe  and 
most  fatal  of  our  constitutional  affections ;  and  this  again,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  disease  merely  local,  never  dangerous,  but  perhaps 
one  of  the  most  disagreeable  to  which  man  is  subject,  furnish 
evident  proofs  of  the  evils  of  artificial  classification  when  applied 
to  diseases  of  the  skin. 

The  most  striking  anomaly  in  the  order  Vesiculce,  is  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  Varicella,  Vaccinia ,  and  Miliaria,  in  the  same  order 
with  Herpes ,  Rupia ,  and  Eczema.  The  two  first,  as  we  have 
already  said,  are  characterized  by  the  Varicc ,  and  not  by  either 
pustule  or  vesicle.  Varicella,  it  is  more  than  probable,  at  the 
least  the  opinion  is  supported  by  so  high  an  authority  as  that 
of  the  present  Professor  of  Pathology  and  Morbid  Anatomy  in 
the  University  of  Edinburgh,*!*  is  no  more  than  a  species  or 
variety  of  Variola  ;  and  if  this  be  true,  we  have  the  monstrous 


*  “  Cette  maladie  ( Favvs  of  Alibert :  Porrigo  Lupinosa  of  Willan)  ne  pustule 
point. — C’est  une  simple  incrustation  deprimee  dans  son  centre,  ct  qui  prend  juste- 
ment  ia  iorme  des  cunicules  beans  d’ou  filtrc  l'humeur  sebacee.” — Monog.  des  Der¬ 
matoses,  Alibert,  p.  274,  and  309. 

*|*  Ed.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  October  1818. 
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anomaly  of  two  species  of  the  same  genus  placed  in  different 
orders.  It  may  be  observed  also,  that  other  systematists  have 
here,  as  in  other  instances,  been  so  forciby  struck  by  the  power 
of  natural  affinities,  that,  unable  to  resist  them,  they  have 
placed  Vaccinia  by  the  side  of  Variola ,  neglecting,  they  con¬ 
fess,  the  strict  observance  of  the  arbitrary  character.* * * § 

In  the  order  tubercles,  Willan  seems  to  have  united  a  num¬ 
ber  of  diseases  which  he  found  it  difficult  to  place  in  any  other 
of  his  divisions.  Many  of  them  have  since  been  found  to  com¬ 
mence  in  other  forms  of  eruption,  {Acne,  Sycosis ,  fyc.)  and 
should  of  course  be  placed  in  other  parts  of  the  system ;  but  it 
shows  how  injurious  must  be  the  tendency  of  artificial  classifica¬ 
tion,  when  it  could  induce  a  man  like  Willan,  from  a  supposed 
resemblance  in  one  unimportant  character,  to  place  in  opposition 
the  Furunculus  and  the  Elephantiasis ,  the  Lupus  and  the 
common  wart, — diseases  as  dissimilar  as  it  is  possible  for  the  ima¬ 
gination  to  picture. 

We  shall  not  notice  the  last  order  Maculae ,  except  to  observe, 
that  it  is  composed  of  affections  differing  as  widely  in  their  ex¬ 
ternal  characters,  as  in  their  anatomical  structure. 

The  foregoing  remarks  on  the  classification  of  Dr  Willan,  w7e 

have  almost  entirelv  confined  to  the  form  under  which  it  was 

•/ 

published  by  Dr  Bateman.  We  must  not  forget  to  mention, 
however,  that  in  other  hands  it  has  been  modified,  and  in 
some  respects  improved.  As  far  as  wre  are  aware,  the  only  alter¬ 
ation  of  any  great  importance  made  in  the  recent  English  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  work,  is  the  formation  of  an  order  of  syphilitic 
eruptions,  which  are  grouped  according  to  their  natural  rela¬ 
tions,  and  are  of  course  in  direct  opposition  to  the  principles  on 
which  the  system  is  founded.')* 

In  France  the  system  of  Willan  has  been  followed  by  M. 
Biett  of  the  hospital  St  Louis,  and  after  him  by  M.  llayerj  and 
by  MM.  Cazenave  and  Schedel,§  as  well  as  by  many  others. 
We  have  not  space  to  enter  into  a  full  examination  of  the  works 
of  these  authors,  nor  indeed  do  they  appear  to  demand  it.  In 
the  two  thick  volumes  of  M.  Bayer,  we  have  certainly  several 
improvements  in  the  arrangement  of  the  genera,  (we  must  ex¬ 
cept,  however,  the  translation  of  Zona  from  the  vesicles  to  the 


*  Traite  ties  Maladies  de  la  Peau,  Payer,  1826,  T.  i.  p.  340,  and  Abrege  pra¬ 
tique  des  Maladies  de  la  Peau,  MM.  Cazenave  et  Schedel,  1828,  p.  178. 

"I*  Atlas  of  Delineations  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.  By  A.  T.  Thomson,  Prof,  in  tire 
London  University.  London  1829,  4to. 

t  Traite  Theorique  et  Pratique  des  Maladies  de  la  peau,  par  P.  Raycr,  in  2  vols. 
8vo,  Paris,  1828. 

§  Abrege  Pratiques  des  Maladies  de  la  peau  d’apres  les  documens  puises  dans  la 
clinique  de  M.  Le  Doctcur  Biett,  par  MM.  Cazenave  and  Schedel,  in  8vo,  Paris, 
1828. 
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Bulla )  and  many  of  the  anomalies  above-mentioned  are  there¬ 
fore  avoided ;  but  to  effect  this  object,  the  author  has  destroyed 
the  simplicity  of  the  English  system,  for  he  has  rendered  it 
secondary  to  a  kind  of  natural  classification  into  sections  and 
chapters.  The  first  chapter  of  the  first  section  includes  the 
inflammations  of  the  skin,  under  which  head  are  placed  all  the 
primitive  forms  of  Willan,  except  the  Macula ',  with  the  addition 
of  four  others,  the  Furonculeuses ,  the  Lineares ,  the  Gangren- 
euses ,  and  the  Multiformes .  The  other  five  chapters  of  this 
section  are  occupied  by  congestions  and  hsemorrhagies,  neural¬ 
gia ,  alterations  of  colour,  morbid  secretions,  and  u  Vices  de 
coivformationf  including  many  affections  of  little  or  no  import¬ 
ance;  and  others,  as  Cyanosis,  Icterus,  Leucorrhcea,  fyc.  which 
are  dependant  on  organic  changes  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
and  in  which  the  cutaneous  symptom  is  only  secondary  and  un¬ 
essential.  The  other  three  sections  include  diseases  of  the  hair 
and  nails,  parasitic  animals,  Elephantiasis  Arabum,  and  other 
affections  not  considered  properly  cutaneous. 

In  the  modest  and  unpretending  work  of  MM.  Cazenave 
and  Schedel,  the  systematic  arrangement  of  Willan  is  much 
more  strictly  adhered  to,  the  disposition  of  the  genera  is  amend¬ 
ed,  and  the  classification  very  properly  restricted  to  the  dis¬ 
eases  justly  called  cutaneous.  As  for  those  affections  which 
cannot  be  fairly  reduced  to  any  one  of  Willan’s  orders,  as  Lu¬ 
pus,  Purpura,  and  the  Syphiiides,  these  authors  have  very  ju¬ 
diciously  set  them  aside,  and  might  fairly  have  called  them  an 
order  of  Heteromorphes . 

Notwithstanding  all  these  modifications  and  improvements, 
the  system  of  Willan  still  remains,  and  must  ever  remain, — im¬ 
perfect  ;  for  the  character  on  which  it  is  founded  is  neither 
constant  nor  essential. 

Method  of  M.  Alibert ;  Objections  to,  considered. — It  is  an 
old  observation,  and  not  more  trite  than  true,  that  it  is  much 
easier  to  play  the  critic  than  the  author, — that  it  is  a  much  sim¬ 
pler  task  to  find  out  faults  in  an  old  system,  than  to  form  a 
new  and  a  better  one.  The  science  of  Dermatology,  if  we 
venture  to  elevate  it  to  this  rank,  has  been  fortunate  enough  to 
find  one  capable  and  willing  to  execute  this  more  difficult  un¬ 
dertaking.  M.  Le  Baron  Alibert,  occupying  a  situation  per¬ 
haps  the  most  favourable  ever  filled  by  any  medical  man  for  the 
observation  of  cutaneous  diseases, — physician  to  a  hospital  de¬ 
dicated  to  these  affections  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of  Europe, 
where  are  congregated  individuals  from  every  corner  of  the  globe, 
furnished  with  the  most  expensive  and  invaluable  means  for 
their  cure  :*■ — Commanding  all  these  advantages,  and  uniting 


* 


ft  is  to  the  baths  we  especially  allude,  of  which  the  hospital  St  Louis  contains 
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to  them  that  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  cause,  without  which  no¬ 
thing  great  can  ever  be  accomplished, — M.  Alibert  has  more 
than  fulfilled  the  just  expectations  which  the  profession  could 
have  formed,  even  from  such  unexampled  opportunities.  In¬ 
spired  by  the  success  which  attended  the  efforts  of  his  great 
countrymen,  Jussieu  and  Cuvier,  to  reduce  natural  history  to 
a  classification  drawn  from  the  sum  of  the  affinities  and  relations, 
the  celebrated  physician  of  St  Louis  has  essayed  the  application 
of  the  same  principles  to  the  arrangement  of  diseases  of  the 
skin.  Collecting  together  those  genera  which  offered  the  great¬ 
est  number  of  resemblances,  he  formed  them  into  natural  groups, 
under  twelve  of  which  he  has  been  able  to  include  all  the  dis¬ 
eases  to  which  the  dermatic  tissue  is  subject. 

It  would  be  impossible,  in  the  short  space  of  time  allotted 
for  this  essay,  to  examine  with  accuracy  each  of  these  groups 
in  detail.  W e  could  not  undertake  to  criticise  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  they  might  be  thought  defective,  or  to  point 
out  the  many  instances  in  which  their  excellencies  are  observa¬ 
ble.  Nothing  but  its  actual  employment  and  attentive  study 
will  show  how  beautifully  it  generally  follows  the  course  of  na¬ 
ture  herself, — how  it  joins  together  those  diseases  which  offer 
the  most  natural  resemblances,- — how  it  separates  those  which 
approach  each  other  by  trifling  and  incidental  characters, — how, 
by  the  position  of  intermediate  genera,  it  softens  down  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  one  group,  till  it  harmonizes  with  those  which  surround 
it, — it  requires  the  eloquence  of  its  author  himself  to  do  justice 
to  its  merit  in  these  respects ;  and  nothing  less  than  his  practi¬ 
cal  skill  can  properly  indicate  all  its  peculiar  advantages. 

It  may  easily  be  supposed,  that  before  this  great  object,  the 
establishment  of  natural  groups  could  be  accomplished,  much 
previous  labour  must  have  been  gone  through.  The  determi¬ 
nation  of  species  and  their  separation  from  mere  varieties, — the 
establishment  of  new  genera  and  the  correction  of  the  old, — the 
reformation  of  the  nomenclature  and  appropriation  of  significant 
terms,  were  all  required  before  this  could  be  attained. 

In  what  manner,  and  to  what  extent,  the  author  has  succeed¬ 
ed  in  this  attempt,  we  cannot  pretend  to  discuss  at  any  length. 
To  examine  each  genus  and  species,  and  the  grounds  of  their 
union  and  separation  would  be  labour  of  months ;  for  this  we 
must  refer  to  the  work  itself.  To  supply,  in  some  degree,  this 
deficiency,  I  have  added  a  Supplement,  from  which  the  English 
reader  may  be  able  to  form  some  opinion  of  the  natural  method. 


a  large  number  of  every  possible  kind.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  importance 
of  such  an  agent,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  is  employed,  when  we  state  that  in  1822 
the  number  of  baths  administered  to  the  out-patients  of  St  Louis  amounted  to 
127,752. 
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In  the  nomenclature,  M.  Alibert  has  differed  in  many  re¬ 
spects  from  that  of  Willan,  and  we  think  generally  with  reason. 
In  the  first  work  *  of  M.  Alibert,  few  but  the  vulgar  names 
were  applied  to  the  diseases  figured  and  described  ;  the  object 
was  then  only  the  establishment  of  species  and  genera,  but  those 
now  used  are,  wherever  it  was  possible,  derived  immediately 
from  the  Greek  or  Latin  authorities.  We  do  not  pretend  to  so 
much  critical  knowledge  of  the  fathers  of  medicine,  as  would 
enable  us  to  say,  whether  the  English  or  French  master  has 
most  closely  adhered  to  the  original  application  of  the  terms 
employed  ;  but  we  can  say  that  M.  Alibert  has  been  particu¬ 
larly  happy  in  appropriating  names  strikingly  expressive  of  some 
prominent  character  of  the  disease,  and  therefore  probably  cor¬ 
respondent  to  their  primitive  acceptation.  We  feel  assured,  that 
the  restoration  of  the  word  lep?~a  to  a  group  of  diseases  approach¬ 
ing  at  least  more  than  any  others  of  which  we  at  present  know, 
to  that  described  by  the  Jewish  writers,  will  be  hailed  as  a  boon 
as  well  by  the  biblical  critic  and  the  man  of  letters,  as  by  the 
scientific  physician. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  objections  which 
may  be  urged  to  the  application  of  a  natural  method  to  diseases 
of  the  skin,  and  examine  the  justice  of  some  of  the  strictures  we 
have  already  heard  expressed  on  that  of  M.  Alibert. 

The  most  serious  objection,  and  that  most  commonly  urged 
to  natural  classification,  in  relation  to  diseases,  that  it  is  inap¬ 
plicable,  we  shall  take  for  granted  that  we  have  already  over¬ 
turned  in  the  former  part  of  this  essay,  at  least  in  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  that  part  of  the  subject  now  at  issue.  The  objection 
which  appears  to  us  most  weighty,  is,  the  difficulty  which  a 
natural  method  presents  to  the  beginner  in  his  search  for  the 
name  of  a  disease.  Were  dermatology  a  science  of  as  great 
extent  as  botany,  we  should  allow  that  this  was  a  capital  ob¬ 
jection  to  the  adoption  of  a  natural  method,  as  a  means  of  ac¬ 
quiring  the  first  rudiments  of  knowledge,  supposing  the  student 
to  be  quite  unaided  in  the  attempt  ;  since  it  would  be  impossi¬ 
ble  to  form,  as  Jussieu  has  done  in  botany,  a  system  which  should 
be  in  harmony  with  the  method.  The  reason  of  this  is  evident, 
the  characters  of  most  importance  are  not  universal;  the  Ecze- 
mnta  are  characterized  by  acute  inflammation,  pain,  and  conse¬ 
cutive  fever,  the  Dyschromata  by  a  simple  change  in  the  colour¬ 
ing  matter  of  the  skin,  without  pain  or  other  symptom.  A  sys¬ 
tem,  therefore,  derived  from  one  character  could  never  harmonize 
with  a  method  drawn  from  the  sum  of  the  whole.  Fortunately, 
however,  our  subject  is  not  so  extensive  as  to  demand  such  as- 


* 


Description  ties  Maladies  de  la  Peau.  Paris,  in  folio,  180G. 
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sistance.  The  Dermatodes ,  although  taken  by  M.  Alibert  in 
the  most  comprehensive  sense,  and  including  every  disease  which 
at  any  time  effects  any  important  modification  in  the  dermatic 
tissue,  wherever  it  may  commence  or  terminate, — taken  even 
in  this  extended  view,  have  been  comprised  in  twelve  groups, 
and  about  fifty  genera.  Were  it  necessary  to  read  over  the 
characteristics  of  each  group,  therefore,  before  the  name  or  si¬ 
tuation  of  a  disease  could  be  ascertained,  the  labour  would  not 
be  very  great.  This  inconvenience  might  be  still  farther  dimi¬ 
nished,  and  we  trust  will  be  ere  long,  by  the  formation  of  a  sy¬ 
noptical  table,  containing  the  essential  and  distinguishing  cha¬ 
racters  of  each  group,  followed  by  the  genera  arranged  in  simi¬ 
lar  order,  by  which  means  the  eye  would  rapidly  seize  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  the  subject,  and  the  determination  of  the  group  and  ge¬ 
nus  would  be  found  so  easy  and  simple  as  to  obviate  any  diffi¬ 
culty  the  beginner  might  find  in  his  first  attempt  to  employ 
this  method  in  practice.  To  those  who  already  know  anything 
of  the  subject  it  would  be  unnecessary  ;  for  an  arrangement 
derived  from  the  most  essential  and  constant  characters  must 
always  be  to  them  the  most  easy  of  application. 

We  have  lately  heard  another  objection  :  that  in  M.  Aliberfs 
method  there  are  no  bounds  to  the  formation  of  orders  or  groups  ; 
that  there  is  no  reason  why  twenty  should  not  he  formed  as 
well  as  twelve.  From  one  acquainted  with  the  true  principles  of 
natural  classification  this  objection  will  only  excite  a  smile;  for  he 
must  know  that  precisely  the  same  objection  would  apply  to  the 
method  in  botany  or  zoology ;  yet  in  both  these  sciences  has  it 
been  applied  with  the  greatest  success.  A  group  is  formed  on 
the  same  principle  as  a  natural  family,  from  a  number  of  genera 
which  possess  in  common  at  least  one  constant  and  important 
character,  besides  presenting  certain  general  resemblances  which 
render  each  more  like  every  genus  of  the  same  family  than  any 
genus  of  any  other  family ;  in  short,  a  general  family  likeness 
must  prevail  throughout  the  whole.  The  formation  of  natural 
groups  therefore  is  not  arbitrary.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
groups,  as  laid  down  by  M.  Alibert,  are  as  yet  all  well  esta¬ 
blished  ;  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  they  should  all  be  per¬ 
manently  fixed  in  the  first  essay  ;  but  when  the  principles  on 
which  they  are  determined  are  once  well  settled,  it  is  only  under 
peculiar  circumstances  that  change  can  be  required.  This  may 
happen,  for  instance,  with  respect  to  such  genera,  as,  from  their 
possessing  little  or  no  affinity  with  any  others,  have  been  group¬ 
ed  apart  under  the  term  Heteromorphea.  Should  further  in¬ 
vestigation  lay  open  affinities  between  them  and  other  well 
known  affections,  of  course  the  two  would  be  united ;  or  should 
more  extensive  observation  make  us  acquainted  with  other  dis- 
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eases  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  to  any  of  these,  a  new  group 
would  then  undoubtedly  be  founded,  in  which  all  such  would  be 
included. 

Such  are  as  yet  the  only  objections  we  have  heard  against 
the  method  of  M.  Alibert,  and  we  cannot  consider  them  of  suf¬ 
ficient  weight  to  overbalance  its  many  advantages.  We  do  not 
enter  into  the  question  of  the  formation  of  the  genera,  on  which 
probably  different  opinions  will  be  entertained ;  because  we  feel 
ourselves  unequal  to  a  task  of  such  difficulty  and  importance, 
and  also,  because  it  is  not  necessarily  connected  with  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  the  present  question,  the  application  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  natural  classification  to  diseases  of  the  skin. 

Advantages  resulting  from  the  application  of  a  Natural 
Method  to  Diseases  of  the  Skin. — But  wdiat  advantages  can  ac¬ 
crue  from  the  use  of  the  natural  method  ?  On  its  very  surface 
rests  this  important  advantage,  that  the  more  attention  we 
devote  to  its  improvement,  the  more  we  increase  our  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  subject.  To  effect  this  purpose  every  disease  must 
be  studied  under  all  its  various  forms  and  modifications ;  its 
important  characters  must  be  noted,  and  separated  from  those 
which  are  no-ways  essential  to  the  disease ;  those  which  are 
constant  must  be  distinguished  from  such  as  owe  their  origin 
only  to  incidental  circumstances  ;  in  short,  the  assemblage  must 
be  studied  in  all  its  details.  In  a  system,  on  the  contrary,  the 
more  we  dedicate  our  attention  to  its  perfection  the  more  we 
close  our  eyes  to  the  real  nature  of  the  subject ;  we  look  to  one, 
often  trifling,  character,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  many  and  im¬ 
portant  ones. 

Another  great  advantage  derivable  from  a  natural  method  is, 
that  by  means  of  it  we  acquire  real  knowledge  of  a  subject  much 
more  easily  and  certainly.  The  physician  does  not  desire  to 
know  the  name  merely  of  any  new  disease  which  may  present 
itself ;  this  is  only  useful  as  it  enables  him  to  acquire  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  it.  He  wants  to  know  its  origin,  its  cause, 
its  seat,  its  general  history,  its  probable  consequences,  that  he 
may  arrive  at  the  great  object  of  his  labour, — the  establishment 
of  a  safe  and  rational  mode  of  cure.  A  great  part  of  this  in¬ 
formation  is  at  once  furnished  by  the  mere  knowledge  of  the  si¬ 
tuation  which  a  disease  occupies  in  a  natural  arrangement.  If 
we  are  told  that  a  disease  belongs  to  the  Cancrodes  or  Leprodes , 
how  immediately  do  we  appreciate  its  danger,  its  obstinacy,  its 
probable  termination  !  If  to  the  Aischi’odes ,  how  quickly  does 
this  information  reveal  its  cause,  its  progress,  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples  of  its  treatment !  If  to  the  Exanthemata ,  how  plainly 
are  the  leading  characteristics  of  its  history  laid  open  before  us  ! 
The  first  act  of  the  mind  after  the  observation  of  a  newr  fact,  is 
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its  comparison  with  such  others  as  are  already  known,  and  which 
most  nearly  resemble  it.  By  this  process,  the  points  of  simila¬ 
rity  are  at  once  indicated,  and  most  of  the  circumstances  con¬ 
nected  with  it  made  known.  A  little  more  attention  indicates 
the  characters  by  which  it  is  distinguished  from  its  neighbours, 
and  our  knowledge  is  completed.  It  is  precisely  in  this  natural 
and  easy  course,  that  we  are  led  by  the  employment  of  a  method, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  subject  we  have  in  view. 

In  studying  from  a  natural  method,  there  is  no  longer  any 
danger  that  we  shall  become  learned  in  words,  while  we  remain 
ignorant  of  things.  In  seeking  the  one  we  must  necessarily  ac¬ 
quire  the  other ;  for  to  obtain  the  name  of  a  disease,  we  must 
study  the  subject  in  all  its  various  relations,  and  under  every 
point  of  view. 

The  great  importance  of  this  knowledge  of  disease,  under  va¬ 
rious  points  of  view,  to  which  the  employment  of  a  natural  me¬ 
thod  necessarily  conducts  us,  will  be  readily  conceived,  if  we 
consider  how  very  rarely  we  see  a  case  in  its  commencement, 

- — how  often  in  diseases  of  the  skin  the  primary  form  of  erup¬ 
tion  is  already  passed, — and  how  difficult,  therefore,  their  re¬ 
cognition  must  be,  if  we  are  not  acquainted  with  every  change 
of  form  which  they  are  liable  to  assume.  The  cicatrix  itself 
ought  to  be  sufficient  in  many  cases  to  declare  the  affection 
which  has  preceded  it ;  and  we  may  observe,  that  this  sign  is 
one  which  should  be  attended  to  from  its  practical  utility.  To 
recognize  the  cicatrix  of  true  varicella ,  to  quote  a  familiar  ex¬ 
ample,  is  a  point  of  attention  with  every  physician.  The  cica¬ 
trices  of  Syphilis  serpigmosa  are  no  less  evidently  marked,  nor 
less  important  to  be  known,  as  they  at  once  inform  us  that  the 
constitution  of  the  patient  has  been  injured  by  an  attack  oi‘  sy¬ 
philis  in  one  of  its  worst  forms.  Instances  might  be  multiplied, 
but  these  must  suffice. 

By  the  employment  of  this  new  method,  circumstances  of 
importance,  which  might  otherwise  be  passed  over,  are  brought 
into  view,  and  relations  otherwise  unnoticed  are  distinctly  re¬ 
vealed.  “  Les  genres  etant  groupes  entre  eux,  suivant  leurs 
affinites  naturelles,  une  multitude  de  rapports,  jusqifalors  ina- 
per^us,  se  revelent  a  nous ;  les  faits  tout  eleves  a  toute  leur  va- 
leur;  des  suppositions  encore  douteuses  peuvent  etre  jugees,  et 
definitivement  rejetees  ou  admises ;  une  decouverte,  faite  dans 
un  genre,  est  facilement  etendue  aux  genres  voisins ;  et  l’analo- 
gie  dont  il  nous  devient  permis  d'invoquer  le  secours,  dirige, 
eclaire,  feconde  nos  observations.’1  * 

Nor  last  or  least,  should  be  enumerated  the  reason  which  in- 
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duced  Sydenham  so  ardently  to  desire  the  adoption  of  methodi¬ 
cal  arrangement  in  diseases :  44  ut  certa  aliqua,  et  consummata 
undique  ac  fixa  methodus  medendi  in  publica  commoda  trada- 
tur.V) *  *  As  the  real  knowledge  of  disease  increases,  the  method 
of  treatment  will  be  proportionally  improved.  Instead  of  the 
employment  of  empirical  remedies,  general  principles  of  prac¬ 
tice  will  be  established ;  and  medicine,  instead  of  ranking  as  a 
doubtful  art,  may  hope  to  take  her  seat  among  the  certain 
sciences. 

With  this  short  summary  of  the  advantages  likely  to  follow 
the  adoption  of  methodical  arrangement  in  diseases  of  the  skin, 
we  must  close  the  essay :  time  and  space  alike  forbid  us  to  pro¬ 
ceed.  We  do  not,  we  repeat,  wish  it  to  be  supposed,  that  we 
consider  the  method  of  M,  Alibert  as  by  any  means  perfect. 
The  methods  of  Jussieu  and  Cuvier  have  already  submitted  to 
many  modifications, — are  daily  undergoing  more, — and  will 
probably  continue  to  receive  still  further  improvements,  as  long 
as  additions  shall  be  made  to  our  knowledge  of  the  subjects  of 
which  they  treat.  To  suppose  that  any  one  could  succeed  by 
his  sole  efforts  in  forming  a  perfect  method  for  any  science,  when 
such  men  have  only  effected  a  beginning  in  those  to  which  they 
have  dedicated  themselves,  would  be  an  absurd  and  fulsome  com¬ 
pliment. 

To  M.  Alibert,  however,  must  be  given  all  the  credit  of  hav¬ 
ing  drawn  the  plan, — laid  the  foundation, — and  almost  erected 
this  beautiful  structure ;  its  completion  can  only  be  effected  after 
much  time,  and  by  the  aid  of  many  hands.  For  this  purpose, 
diseases  of  the  skin  must  be  studied  on  the  principles  of  natural 
classification  in  other  countries  and  among  other  men  ;  the  rela¬ 
tive  value  of  characters  must  be  established ;  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  which  may  deceive  us  in  our 
determination  of  them  must  be  attained ;  new  species  may  be 
discovered ;  affinities  hitherto  concealed  may  thus  be  brought 
to  light ;  the  heteromorphea ,  finding  relations  of  whose  existence 
we  are  as  yet  ignorant,  may  be  united  in  natural  groups,  and 
the  work  will  then  approach  its  completion.  4‘  Quamvis  etiam 
numerosi  in  catena  desint  annuli  procul  dispersi,  plures  liaben- 
tur  facile  connectendi  in  diversas  catenae  partes  quae  posthac  di- 
verso  tempore  novis  annulis  intermediis  junctae,  paucioribus 
sensim  spatiis  intervacantibus  distinguentur.”  -f* 


*  Opera  Thomas  Sydenham,  Genevae,  17*0,  4to,  Prasfatio,  p.  10. 

*j-  Jussieu,  Genera  Plantarum  secundum  ordines  Naturales  disposita,  Paris, 
1789,  p.  xxxvi. 
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X  N  this  supplement  it  is  my  intention  to  present  the  English  rea¬ 
der  with  an  outline  of  the  natural  method  of  arrangement  to  which 
M.  Alibert  has  reduced  the  diseases  of  the  skin.  I  am  induced 
to  adopt  this  course,  as  well  in  justice  to  myself  and  the  author  to 
whose  tenets  I  have  so  freely  expressed  my  adherence,  as  in  the 
hopes  of  furnishing  the  reader  with  information  which  cannot  as 
yet  be  obtained  from  any  other  source. 

It  is  well  known  that  some  years  ago  (1806)  M.  Alibert  com¬ 
menced  the  publication  of  a  work  on  cutaneous  diseases,  containing 
a  series  of  the  most  splendid  engravings,  but  deficient  in  arrange¬ 
ment  and  classical  nomenclature.  At  this  period  the  knowledge 
of  diseases  of  the  skin  was  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb  in  France. 
The  Hospital  of  St  Louis  was  a  kind  of  lazaretto  to  which  skin  af¬ 
fections  were  sent,  with  other  chronic  diseases  which  were  suppos¬ 
ed  to  be  of  little  interest,  and  almost  beyond  hope  of  cure.  M. 
Alibert’s  first  endeavour,  on  applying  to  the  study  of  these  diseases, 
was  the  determination  of  species,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  formation 
of  genera,  leaving  the  classification  and  nomenclature  to  a  later  pe¬ 
riod,  when  these  first  points  should  have  been  fully  settled.  This 
was  all  that  was  attempted  in  M.  Alibert’s  first  work. 

About  the  same  time,  or  somewhat  previously,  Dr  Willan  began 
the  publication  of  his  well  known  work  on  the  very  opposite  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  he  adopted  and  modified  a  system,  and  applied  the  diseases 
to  it.  It  should  have  been  observed  that  the  labours  of  each  were 
unknown  to  the  other,  for  war  had  completely  cut  off  the  commu¬ 
nication  between  France  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  especially  Eng¬ 
land.  The  system  of  Willan,  from  its  apparent  simplicity  and  cer¬ 
tainty,  was  generally  adopted  throughout  England,  and  extensively 
on  the  Continent ;  while  the  work  of  M.  Alibert,  from  the  circum¬ 
stances  already  mentioned,  and  from  its  costly  form,  was  confined 
to  comparatively  few,  some  of  whom,  we  may  remark,  have  not 
failed  to  appropriate  many  of  the  admirable  descriptions  with  which 
it  teems,  though  they  have  forgotten  to  acknowledge  whence  they 
have  derived  them. 

After  having  completed  the  establishment  of  the  species,  and 
their  union  in  genera,  M.  Alibert  commenced  a  reform  in  the  no¬ 
menclature,  and  a  general  methodical  arrangement.  He  first  pro¬ 
mulgated  his  method  about  four  years  since,  in  his  clinical  lectures, 
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but  it  was  only  last  summer  that  he  commenced  its  publication.  * * * § 
Of  this  work  as  yet  only  four  numbers  have  appeared ;  and  as  it 
is  to  be  on  the  same  splendid  scale  as  the  former  one,  containing 
at  least  one  folio  engraving  of  every  genus,  some  time  must  elapse 
before  it  can  be  completed,  and  still  more  before  it  can  be  generally 
known  in  England.  To  supply  in  some  degree  this  deficiency,  and 
to  prevent  the  supposition  that  it  is  of  M.  Alibert’s  original  classi¬ 
fication  and  nomenclature  of  which  we  speak,  this  supplement  has 
been  drawn  up. 

In  laying  down  the  characters  of  the  groups,  we  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  follow,  as  far  as  possible,  the  author  himself.  But  this  has 
been  no  easy  task  ;  for  the  descriptions  are  often  spread  through 
ten  or  twelve  quarto  pages,  and  mixed  with  the  history,  origin, 
&c.  of  several  of  the  genera  they  include.  Should  this  part  be 
considered  faulty,  therefore,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  attributed  to  my 
imperfect  comprehension  of  the  author’s  intentions,  or  erroneous 
representation  of  his  opinions.  For  the  generic  characters  I  am 
not  answerable,  as  they  are  strict  translations,  except  in  some  in¬ 
stances  where  some  important  circumstance  seemed  to  have  been 
omitted,  and  which  I  have  ventured  to  add,  always,  however,  in 
italics.  In  the  first  genus  we  have  given  each  species  with  its  de¬ 
finition,  as  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  the  species  are  form¬ 
ed. 

In  the  original  the  title  of  each  group  is  either  French,  or  re¬ 
duced  to  the  form  of  a  French  adjective.  These  we  have  altered 
to  a  form  more  analogous  to  our  medical  nomenclature,  and,  where 
necessary,  have  formed  terms  either  from  the  Latin  or  Greek.  This 
has  been  done  under  the  inspection,  and  with  the  entire  approba¬ 
tion,  of  the  author  himself.  For  convenience  in  reference,  we  add 
the  list  of  names  in  both  forms. 


Eczemateuses, 

Exanthemateuses 

Teigneuses, 

Dartreuses, 

Cancereuses, 

Lepreuses, 

Veroleuses,  . 

Strumeuses, 

Scabieuses, 

Hemateuses, 

Dyschromateuses. 

Heteromorphes, 


Eczemata. 

Exanthemata. 

Tineae. 

Serpigines,  j- 

Cancrodes. 

Leprodes. 

Aischrodes.  £ 

Strumae. 

Psorodes.  § 

Haematodes. 

Dyschromata. 

Heteromorphea. 


*  About  the  same  time  M.  Daynac  edited  an  edition  in  4to  and  8vo  of  the  lec¬ 
tures  of  M.  Alibert ;  but  as  they  were  supposed  to  interfere  with  the  great  work, 
their  publication  has  been  stopped,  and  a  few  presentation  copies  only  are  now  in 
circulation.  It  is  from  the  4to  edition  of  this  work  that  we  always  quote. 

■f  “  Serpit  per  toturn  corpus.” 

4  Aischrodes  from  a/cr^oc,  a  air  turpitudo,  feeditas,  obscenitas. 

§  Psorodes,  from  4&’§&'<b)f,  a  4®S«>  a  4 quia  fricari  solet. 
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Group  I. — Eczemata. 

The  diseases  included  under  the  first  group  are  characterized  by 
acute  inflammation  of  the  skin,  always  accompanied  by  more  or 
less  pain,  and  generally  by  redness  and  swelling.  These  affections 
are  mostly  local  in  their  origin,  but  the  constitutional  irritation 
produced  by  the  eruption  is  often  sufficient  to  induce  secondary 
fever  ;  they  sometimes  depend  on  constitutional  disturbance  ;  gas¬ 
trointestinal  irritation  is  the  most  common  cause.  They  occupy 
every  part  of  the  dermatic  tissue,  from  the  epidermis  to  the  subja¬ 
cent  cellular  membrane.  The  pain,  the  peculiar  characteristic  of 
the  eczemata,  may  be  burning,  itching,  tensive,  pungent,  gnawing, 
throbbing, — indeed  words  fail  to  express  its  innumerable  shades 
and  modifications. 

Genus.  I.  Erythema.  A  disease  which  shows  itself  on  one  or 
more  parts  of  the  integument,  by  red,  inflamed,  circumscribed  ele¬ 
vations  ;  varying  in  extent,  more  or  less  superficial,  and  generally 
terminating  in  desquamation  or  slight  furfuration  (bran-like  exfoli¬ 
ation)  of  the  epidermis.  Excoriations  and  even  ulcerations  of  the 
skin  sometimes  occur. 

Species  I.  E.  spontaneum.  This  species  is  easily  distinguished 
by  the  red  colour  of  the  skin,  disappearing  momentarily  on  pres¬ 
sure,  and  by  the  heat  and  smarting  by  which  it  is  accompanied. 
It  ends  in  resolution,  with  exfoliation  of  the  epidermis.  It  is  fre¬ 
quently  attended  by  slight  constitutional  disturbance.  Under 
this  species,  are  included  as  varieties,  the  Erythema  papulalum ,  tu¬ 
berculatum,  nodosum ,  &c.  of  Willan. 

2.  E.  epidemicum.  This  erythema  is  principally  marked  by  burn¬ 
ing  itching,  and  a  very  troublesome  sensation  of  pricking  in  the 
hands  and  feet.  In  some  cases  the  skin  is  red,  as  if  it  had  been 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  a  Are  ;  in  others  it  is  black,  as  if  covered 
with  a  layer  of  soot.  The  epidermis  exfoliates  or  forms  vesications. 
The  constitutional  symptoms  are  unusually  severe.  This  disease 
reigned  epidemically  in  Paris  in  1828. 

3.  E.  endemicum ,  is  a  chronic  affection  of  the  skin,  which  espe¬ 
cially  attacks  the  peasants  of  the  north  of  Italy,  where  it  is  com¬ 
monly  known  under  the  name  of  pellagra.  It  generally  commen¬ 
ces  about  spring,  after  continued  exposure  to  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
and  terminates  about  the  end  of  autumn.  It  begins  with  smarting 
or  itching  of  the  parts  most  exposed  to  the  sun’s  rays,  as  the  hands, 
feet  and  face ;  the  skin  becomes  red,  and  desquamates  about  the 
9th  or  lOtli  day.  Small  bullae  frequently  form,  which  break  and 
become  dark  scabs.  It  is  very  liable  to  return,  and  is  sometimes 
attended  with  severe  nervous  and  cerebral  symptoms.  There  is  a 
variety  which  is  less  dependent  on  the  season,  called  salsadine,  from 
the  salt  taste  in  the  mouth,  which  the  patient  experiences  in  the 
morning  on  first  awaking.  Most  of  the  sensations  seem  more  or 
less  vitiated  in  this  form  of  the  disease. 

4.  E.  intertrigo,  is  that  slight  inflammation,  sometimes  with  ex¬ 
coriation,  which  occurs  especially  between  the  thighs  and  about  the 
external  organs  of  generation.  It  generally  arises,  either  from  the  chaf- 
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ing  of  the  thighs  in  stout  persons  when  walking,  or  from  the  contact 
of  urine  or  faeces  in  children,  or  paralytic  patients  who  are  badly 
nursed. 

5.  E.  paratrimma.  This  is  a  diffuse  inflammation,  arising  from  long 
continued  pressure.  Two  varieties  have  been  formed  from  the  two 
situations  it  most  commonly  occupies.  1st,  The  Paratrimma palma- 
ria,  which  affects  the  hands  of  certain  classes  of  workmen,  and,  2d, 
the  Paratrimma  coccygia,  which  is  so  often  seen  on  the  back,  loins, 
&c.  of  bed-ridden  invalids,  and  which  so  frequently  terminates  life 
by  gangrene. 

6.  E.  pernio.  ( Chilblains.)  This  disease  affects  chiefly  the  extre¬ 
mities,  and  is  characterized  by  excessive  itching  and  tingling  pains, 
attended  with  redness,  swelling,  and  sometimes  ending  in  ulcera¬ 
tion  or  even  gangrene. 

7.  E.  per  adustionem,  is  that  redness  which  follows  immediately 
on  the  application  of  fire  to  a  living  body,  and  which  tends  to  ter¬ 
minate  in  vesication  and  separation  of  the  cuticle.  The  phenome¬ 
na  will,  of  course,  vary  in  intensity,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
substance  from  which  the  heat  is  derived,  and  the  extent  to  which 
it  is  applied. 

Genus  II.  Erysipelas.  This  is  an  inflammation  of  the  integu¬ 
ment,  occurring  on  all  parts  of  the  body,  but  especially  on  the  face, 
arms,  and  thighs,  with  an  eruption  of  a  yellowish  red  colour,  rarely 
of  a  deep  red ;  this  redness  disappears  momentarily  on  pressure. 
There  is  heat,  with  an  itching,  burning  or  throbbing  pain,  often 
attended  with  large  irregular  vesications  ;  tumefaction  of  the  skin,  ge¬ 
nerally  extending  to  the  subjacent  cellular  tissue  ;  and  fever  primary 
or  secondary.  The  disease  may  terminate  in  resolution,  desquama¬ 
tion,  suppuration,  or  gangrene. 

Species  1.  E.  exquisitum  ;  2.  E.  phlegmonodes ;  3.  E.  oedema- 
lodes. 

Genus  III.  Pemphix. — An  inflammation  manifesting  itself  on 
one  or  more  parts  of  the  integument,  by  bullae  or  vesicles,  irregu¬ 
lar  in  size  and  form,  sometimes  bounded  by  a  slightly  inflamed 
margin.  These  bullae  or  vesicles,  which  result  from  the  rising  of 
the  epidermis,  .are  filled  with  a  transparent  viscous  serosity.  In  a 
few  days  they  become  flaccid  and  subside  ;  in  some  cases  they  burst, 
and  leave  the  papillary  membrane  exposed ;  fragments  of  the  cuti¬ 
cle  form  on  the  surface  a  kind  of  eschar  of  a  violet  red,  or  black 
colour.  Redness,  vesication,  and  burning  pain,  are  the  elementary 
phenomena  of  this  painful  disease. 

Species  1.  P.  acutus.  2.  P.  diuiinus  ( Pompholix  diutinus,  Wil- 
lan.)  The  first  species,  the  Pemphix  acutus,  a  febrile  disease  at¬ 
tended  with  an  eruption  of  bullae,  and  sometimes  fatal  in  a  very 
short  time,  appears  to  be  the  Pemphigus  of  Willan.  Bateman,  who 
had  never  seen  this  disease,  questions  the  reality  of  its  existence, 
but  M.  Alibert  and  others,  have  seen  cases  which  place  the  matter 
beyond  a  doubt.  Bateman,  however,  was  right  in  saying,  that 
there  was  no  such  disease  as  the  Pemphigus  of  Cullen,  Typhus  con¬ 
tagiosa,  c^c.  See  Alibert,  Gilibert,  Payer,  and  Cazenave  and  Schedel. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 


37 


Genus  IV.  Zoster.  ( Herpes  zoster,  Willan.)  An  inflammation 
with  eruption  of  agglomerate  vesicles  surrounded  by  a  red,  in¬ 
flamed  areola.  The  vesicles  generally  arrange  themselves  in  the 
form  of  a  girdle  round  one-half  of  the  body,  from  the  spine  to  the 
linea  alba.  They  sometimes  assume  other  situations,  as  the  side  of 
the  neck,  in  the  form  of  a  cravat,  or  on  the  knee  like  a  garter,  on 
the  posterior  part  of  the  trunk,  or  about  the  shoulders.  The  pain 
is  burning  and  tingling ;  sometimes  shooting,  apparently  deep-seal¬ 
ed,  and  so  severe  as  to  prevent  all  rest.  After  some  days,  generally 
about  twelve ,  the  vesicles  dry,  and  leave  red  spots  on  the  skin,  which 
eventually  disappear. 

Species  1.  Z.  aculus ;  2.  Z.  chronicus. 

Genus  V.  Phlyzacion  ( Ecthyma ,  Willan.)  A  vesiculo-pustular 
inflammation,  commonly  appearing  on  the  thighs,  arms,  fore-arms, 
and  often  even  in  the  interstices  of  the  fingers,  or  on  the  backs  of 
the  hands.  At  first  the  skin  inflames,  reddens,  and  rises  in  a  point  ; 
a  large  pustule  soon  forms,  and  fills  with  a  sero-purulent  fluid. 
When  the  pustule  has  gone  through  its  several  periods,  it  drys, 
and  forms  a  brown  scab,  sometimes  of  considerable  size. 

Species  1.  P.  acutum ;  2.  P.  chronicum.  Under  the  second 
species,  M.  Alibert  includes  the  Phlyzacion  scorbuticum  of  some 
authors,  the  Ecthyma  cachecticum,  and  the  whole  genus  Rupia  of 
Willan.  The  latter  genus  is  variously  classed  by  the  followers  of 
the  artificial  system.  Bateman  places  it  among  the  vesicles,  and  ob¬ 
serves,  that,  but  for  a  difference  in  the  primitive  form  of  the  erup¬ 
tion,  it  might  be  included  among  the  Ecthyrnala  ;  while  Iiayer  has 
classed  it  with  the  Bulla’. 

Genus  VI.  Cnidosis.  ( Urticaria ,  Willan.)  An  inflammation 
which  extends  to  one  or  more  parts  of  the  surface,  and  is  marked 
by  an  eruption  of  patches,  spots,  blebs,  or  wheals,  more  or  less  pro¬ 
minent,  pale  in  the  centre,  surrounded  by  a  slight  blush  of  redness, 
coming  on  spontaneously,  disappearing  almost  instantly,  or  remain¬ 
ing  for  an  indefnite  period ,  and  accompanied  by  severe  itching,  or 
tingling  like  that  produced  by  the  sting  of  nettles.  It  terminates  by 
resolution,  or  passes  off  with  slight  desquamation. 

Species  1.  C.  acuta  (febrilis)  ;  2.  C.  chronica.  M.  Alibert 
in  his  definition  of  the  genus,  speaks  of  the  eruption  as  “  proemi- 
nentes,  ou  non  proeminentes  a  sa  surface  but  further  on  observes, 
“  Le  Cnidosis,  soit  aigu,  soit  chronique,  donne  toujours  lieu  a  une 
eruption  sensiblement  et  visiblement  saillante  au-dessus  de  la  peau.” 

I  have  followed  the  latter  description.  There  are  several  varieties 
enumerated  of  the  first  species,  as  the  maculosa,  tuberosa,  (red 
swellings,  painful  to  the  touch,)  &c.  &c. 

Genus  VII.  Epinyctis.  An  inflammation  cf  one  or  more  parts 
of  the  integument,  with  eruption  of  a  papular  or  pustular  form,  the 
accompanying  symptoms  of  which,  ( excessive  smarting  or  itching ) 
commence  or  increase  in  the  course  of  the  night,  and  recede  during 
the  day.  The  parts  usually  covered  suffer  most  severely,  while  in 
Cnidosis  the  very  opposite  selection  is  observed. 

Species  1.  E.  acuta;  2.  E.  chronica.  The  existence  of  this 
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disease  has  been  called  in  question  by  several  modern  authors.  M. 
Alibert,  however,  cites  two  cases  from  his  own  observation,  which, 
though  differing  considerably  from  the  disease,  to  which  some  of 
the  Roman  medical  writers  have  applied  the  name,  possess  cha¬ 
racters  which  justly  entitle  them  to  this  appellation. 

Genus  VIII.  Olophlyctis.  (Herpes  phlyclcenodes,  fyc.  Willan.) 
An  inflammation  manifested  by  vesicles,  collected  into  circumscribed 
patches,  appearing  on  one  or  more  parts  of  the  integument.  These 
vesicles,  the  bases  of  which  are  highly  inflamed,  fade  quickly,  and 
dry  about  the  seventh  day.  They  are  followed  by  scabs  or  grey 
scales,  which  fall  off  and  leave  for  some  time  a  red  skin  beneath. 

Species  1.  O.  miliaris.  ( Herpes  phlyctenodes ,  Willan)  ;  2.  0. 
volatica  ( Feu  de  dents  ou  feu  volage  des  enfans.')  3.  0.  prolabia - 
lis.  (Herpes  labialis,  Willan;)  4.  0.  progenialis,  (Herpes  prcepu- 
tialis,  Willan  ;)  5.  0.  kydroica  ( Sudamina .) 

Genus  IX.  Ophlyctis,  (Aphthae,  Willan.)  A  superficial  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  with  the  formation  of  vesicles  of  a 
white  or  ash-grey  colour,  generally  occupying  the  lips,  the  interior 
of  the  mouth,  the  gums,  the  tongue,  the  roof  of  the  palate,  the  ton¬ 
sils,  or  the  pharynx.  These  vesicles  sometimes  extend  as  far  as  the 
stomach,  or  even  through  the  whole  alimentary  canal ;  they  may 
spread  also  to  the  larynx,  and  down  the  bronchial  tubes.  This 
disease  attacks  children  and  adults ;  it  occurs  also  in  the  old  and 
debilitated  ;  it  is  common  among  certain  of  our  domestic  animals. 
Ophly elides  may  exist  with  or  without  fever ;  they  may  terminate 
by  desquamation  or  by  ulceration. 

Species  1.  0.  acuta;  2.  0.  chronica. 

Genus  X.  Pyrophlyctis. — An  inflammation  which  shows  itself 
generally  by  a  vesicle  on  the  surface,  containing  a  purulent  matter 
or  an  acrid  sanies.  It  excites  a  pungent  or  tingling  pain,  and  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  scab  or  ulcer.  This  phlyctcena  is  almost  always  single ; 
it  is  excessively  rare  to  see  many  existing  at  the  same  time.  Py - 
r ophlyctis  is  reputed  contagious. 

Species  1.  P.  sporadica  (Pustule  maligne) ;  2.  P.  endemicaf 
(Bouton  de  Bagdad, — de  Bassora, — d’ Alep.) 

Genus  XI.  Carbunculus. — An  inflamed  swelling,  circumscrib¬ 
ed,  round,  hard,  and  resistent,  which  has  its  seat  in  the  cellular 
tissue  of  the  skin.  It  is  at  first  of  a  livid  red  colour,  it  then  be¬ 
comes  black  in  the  centre,  and  finally,  through  its  whole  extent. 
It  is  surmounted  by  one  or  more  lenticular  vesicles.  It  is  rapid  in 
its  progress,  converting  the  soft  parts  into  a  brown  or  grey  slough. 
Probably  contagious.  It  occurs  in  domestic  animals,  as  well  as 
in  man. 

Species  1.  C.  spor adieus  ;  2.  C.  endemicus ;  3.  C.  symptomatic 
cus — The  Carbunculus  symplomaticus  frequently  accompanies  the 
plague  and  other  pestilential  diseases,  but  must  not  be  confounded 
with  the  buboes  which  also  occur  in  similar  affections.  These 
tumours,  unlike  the  buboes,  have  no  fixed  seat ;  they  are  frequent¬ 
ly  observed  on  the  face,  arms,  thighs,  and  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Genus  XII.  Fuiiunculus. — An  inflammation  characterized  by  a 
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hard,  conical,  and  pyramidal  tumour,  with  lancinating  pain,  of  a 
dull  red  colour,  varying  in  size  from  a  juniper  berry  to  a  filbert 
or  a  pigeon’s  egg,  terminating  in  suppuration,  with  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  a  false  membrane  or  slough.  The  suppurative  matter  may 
escape  by  one  or  more  openings.  In  some  cases  the  inflammation 
is  slow  ;  the  symptoms  are  chronic  and  unattended  by  pain  ;  the 
swelling  softens,  dries,  and  is  covered  with  a  slight  scab,  without 
the  discharge  of  any  membrane-like  substance. 

Species  1.  F.  vulgaris;  2.  F.  vespajus ;  3.  F.panulalus ; 

4.  F.  atonicus. 

“  It  appears  to  me,”  observes  M.  Alibert,  “  a  point  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  collect  into  one  group  those  alterations  of  texture  which 
are  the  primary  results  of  an  inflammatory  state  of  the  dermatic 
tissue.  The  separation  of  these  affections  from  the  Exanthemata , 
properly  so  called,  is  of  the  greatest  utility.”  On  this  principle 
have  the  twelve  preceding  genera,  possessing  many  positive,  and 
perhaps  even  more  negative  characters  in  common,  been  grouped 
together,  although  they  vary  as  widely  as  possible  in  the  primitive 
form  of  the  eruption.  Several  of  these  affections  have  been  ex¬ 
cluded  by  former  writers  on  cutaneous  diseases,  because  the  sub¬ 
cutaneous  cellular  membrane  is  generally  implicated  ;  but  this  M. 
Alibert  considers  as  a  part  of  the  dermatic  tissue,  and  appertaining 
therefore  by  right  to  the  dermatologist. 

The  word  Eczema  has  been  used  throughout  by  our  author  in  the 
generic  definitions  to  express  the  state  of  inflammation ;  but  I 
have  thought  it  better  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  this  term,  as  it 
might  be  confounded  in  England  with  the  disease  to  which  Willan, 
very  inaptly,  has  applied  this  word. 

Group  II. — Exanthemata. 

The  Exanthemata  are  characterized  by  eruptions  of  various  kinds, 
preceded  by  fever  of  a  fixed  duration,  which  declines  as  the  eruption 
appears.  The  eruption  goes  through  certain  regular  periods,  and 
occupies  only  a  fixed  time,  when  it  gradually  recedes  and  ends 
by  desquamation.  It  is  frequently  followed  by  a  second  accession 
of  fever.  These  diseases  generally  occur  only  once,  and  are  espe¬ 
cially  observed  in  the  earlier  periods  of  life.  The  eruption,  which 
prevails  more  or  less  over  the  whole  body,  is  mostly  marked  by  red¬ 
ness  and  swelling  ;  but  there  is  not,  as  in  the  last  group,  the  pain 
of  inflammation,  though  the  surface  is  often  tender  and  irritable. 

Genus  I.  Variola.  An  acute  febrile  contagious  exanthema , 
characterized  by  phlegmonous  pustules  on  the  surface,  which  ap¬ 
pear  between  the  third  and  fifth  day  from  the  commencement  of 
the  fever ;  then  fill  with  purulent  matter,  become  depressed  in  the 
centre  and  dry  into  scabs,  which  eventually  fall  off,  leaving  after 
them  spots,  depressions,  or  cicatrices  of  various  depth  and  durability. 
This  disease  usually  occurs  only  once  during  life. 

Species  !.  V.  discreta ;  2.  V.  conftuens ;  3.  V.mitigata.  Several 
varieties  may  exist  in  the  character  of  the  pustules  or  varices.  They 
may  be,  1.  crystallinae ,  filled  with  serum  only;  2.  siliquosce,  flac¬ 
cid  and  nearly  empty  ;  3.  verrucosce ,  hard  and  slowly  suppurating; 
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4-  tuberculoses,  as  seen  among  the  Negroes  of  Africa  and  America ; 
5.  gangrenosce ;  6.  rosece,  when  the  swelling  and  redness  is  so 
general  that  the  pustules  can  scarcely  be  distinguished. 

Genus  II.  Vaccina.  A  contagious  exanthema  characterized  by 
large  circular  pustules,  depressed  in  the  centre,  prominent  at  the 
circumference;  surrounded  by  a  redinflammed  effloresence,  contain¬ 
ing  a  viscid  fluid,  which  dries  and  becomes  a  scab.  This  scab  turns 
brown,  and  falls  off  about  the  twenty-fifth  day,  leaving  a  large  re¬ 
ticulated  depressed  cicatrix.  Vaccina  can  only  occur  once  in  the 
same  individual. 

Species  1.  V.  genuina  vel  regularis ;  2.  V.  abnormis. 

Genus  III.  Clavus.  A  febrile  exanthema,  peculiar  to  sheep; 
excessively  contagious  ;  characterized  by  flat  circular  pustules, 
which  are  compared  to  nail-heads.  The  pustules,  more  or  less 
abundant,  are  chiefly  observed  on  those  parts  of  the  skin  least  co¬ 
vered  with  wool,  as  the  inner  side  of  the  shoulders  and  legs,  about 
the  mammae  and  tail,  &c.  Like  variola  and  vaccina,  this  disease 
only  attacks  once  during  life. 

Species  1.  C.discretus  ;  2.  C.  conjluens  ;  3.  C.  abnormis.- — This 
disease,  which  on  the  Continent  is  often  fatal  to  whole  flocks,  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  quite  unknown  in  England.  In  the  midland  coun¬ 
ties,  those  best  acquainted  with  such  subjects  assure  me,  that  they 
are  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  any  disease  of  this  nature,  nor  can 
I  find  any  mention  of  it  in  works  dedicated  to  the  diseases  of  sheep. 
It  has  been  fully  proved  by  experiments  conducted  in  the  veteri¬ 
nary  school  of  Alfort,  that  clavus  can  be  propagated  by  inocula¬ 
tion  (clavelisation ,)  and  that  this  operation  prevents  the  recurrence 
of  the  disease. 

Genus  IV.  Varicella.  A  contagious  but  not  severe  exanthema, 
preceded  by  slight  fever,  characterized  by  an  eruption  of  vesicles  or 
pustles,  somewhat  analogous  to  those  of  variola.  The  vesicles  or 
pustules  are  sometimes  distant,  sometimes  collected  together  ;  they 
are  surrounded  by  a  red  areola,  and  generally  terminate  about  the 
fifth  or  seventh  day,  with  a  slight  furfuraceous  desquamation, 
which  rarely  leaves  any  cicatrix.  The  disease  occurs  only  once 
during  life. 

Species  1.  V.  vesicularis ;  2.  V.  pustularis. 

Genus  V.  Nirlus.  ( Nirles,  of  Scotland.)  An  exanthema  cha¬ 
racterized  by  distinct,  prominent  papulae  of  a  dull  red  colour,  ap¬ 
pearing  after  an  ephemeral  fever,  never  suppurating,  but  terminat¬ 
ing  by  absorption,  or  occasionally  by  desquamation. 

Species  1.  N.  idiopalhicus ;  2.  N.  symptomaticus. 

Genus  VI.  Roseola,  a  fugitive  exanthema,  which  manifests  it¬ 
self  spontaneously  in  one  or  more  parts  of  the  surface,  by  spots  of 
a  rose-red  colour,  appearing  and  disappearing  in  the  course  of  four- 
and-twenty  hours.  It  is  almost  always  preceded  by  a  slight  febrile 
paroxysm  ;  sometimes  there  is  complete  apyrexia. 

Species  1.  II.  idiopatliica  ;  2.  11.  symptomatica. 

Genus  VII.  Rubeola,  an  acute  febrile  exanthema,  contagious, 

marked  by  an  eruption  of  spots  of  a  bright  red  colour,  afterwards 
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becoming  darker,  commencing  on  the.  face,  and  thence  spread¬ 
ing  gradually  over  the  trunk  and  extremities ,  and  terminating  by 
furfuraceous  desquamation.  The  disease  commences  with  frequent 
sneezing,  a  dry  and  hoarse  cough,  lacrymation,  and  redness  of  the 
eyes.  It  occurs  but  once  during  life. 

Species  1.  R.  regularis  ;  2.  R.  ahnormis. — Under  the  second  spe¬ 
cies  may  be  ranked  as  varieties,  1.  the  adynamica  of  Watson ;  2. 
the  maligna  of  Morton  ;  3.  the  scorbutica  of  Hoffmann ;  4.  the  ni¬ 
gra  of  Willan  :  5.  the  sine  catarrho  of  the  same  author,  which  Ali- 
bert  is  inclined  to  consider  rather  as  a  variety  of  Roseola ;  6.  the 
dysenterica,  as  observed  at  St  Louis ;  7*  with  inflammation  of  the 
brain  ;  8.  the  comalosa  of  Heberden,  and  several  others. 

Genus  VIII.  Scarlatina. — An  acute  febrile  and  contagious 
exanthema,  characterized  by  small  red  spots  or  large  patches  of  a 
scarlet  colour,  often  mixed  with  miliary  vesicles.  The  eruption 
commences  on  the  face,  and,  passing  from  thence  to  the  neck,  spreads 
over  the  rest  of  the  body  ;  it  is  accompanied  by  redness  and  pain 
of  the  throat,  and  terminates,  after  some  days,  by  desquamation  of 
the  epidermis.  It  rarely  attacks  the  same  individual  twice. 

Species  1.  S.  simplex  vel  genuina  ;  2.  S.anormis — The  first 
species  includes  the  Scarlatina  anginosa  of  Willan,  as  Alibert 
considers  the  sore  throat  one  of  the  regular  and  natural  symptoms 
of  the  disease.  Under  the  second  are  included  all  the  varieties  in 
which  the  disease  does  not  go  through  its  stages  in  a  regular  man¬ 
ner,  from  whatever  cause  the  irregularity  may  arise.  Thus  we 
have  1.  the  inf  a  mm  at  a  ;  2.  gastrica  ;  3.  mucosa ;  4.  adynamica  ; 
5.  maligna  ;  6.  gangrenosa  ;  7*  parotidcea,  to  which  might  be  add¬ 
ed  a  crowd  of  others.  The  Scarlatina  simplex  of  Willan  and  Cul¬ 
len,  ( nulla  comitante  cynanche, )  should  be  enumerated  also  as  a 
variety  of  the  second  species. 

Genus  IX.  Miliaria. — An  acute  febrile  exanthema,  reputed 
contagious,  characterized  by  an  eruption  of  white  or  reddish  vesi¬ 
cles  of  the  size  of  a  millet-seed,  distinct,  filled  with  a  serous  fluid 
of  a  white,  red,  or  purplish  colour,  bursting  the  second  or  third 
day,  and  terminating  in  a  scurfy  powder. 

Species  l.  M.  genuina  vel  simplex  ;  2.  M.  ahnormis. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  imagine  a  more  beautifully  natural  family 
than  the  one  we  have  just  considered.  We  have  not  thought  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  introduce  some  peculiar  pathological  opinions,  entertained 
by  M.  Alibert  on  the  subject  of  these  affections,  (“  une  sorte  de 
fermentation  interne  qui  a  pour  but  ulterieur  la  sante  de  1’  hom- 
me,”)  as  they  do  not  in  any  degree  affect  the  principle  of  the  ar¬ 
rangement. 

Group  III.-— Tineas. 

The  Tineas  are  characterized  by  the  irritation  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  of  the  hairy  scalp,  with  a  hyperemic  state  of  its  ves¬ 
sels,  attended  by  itching,  and  a  sort  of  tensive  pain  more  or  less 
violent  as  the  disease  is  more  or  less  deeply  seated  in  the  der¬ 
matic  tissue.  The  proper  seat  of  these  affections  is  always  the 
hairy  scalp  ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  kind  of  error  loci  that  they 
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and  forms  yellow  incrustations  or  scabs,,  in  appearance  precisely 
resembling  concrete  honey,  or  the  gum  which  exudes  from  certain 
trees. 

Species  1 .  M.  Jlavescens ;  2.  M.  chronica. 

Genus  IV.  Esthiomenos. — (Lupus,  Willan.) — A  disease  most 
frequently  characterized  by  a  tuberculous  inflammation,  attended 
with  itching,  redness,  and  heat.  The  most  remarkable  phenomenon 
of  the  disease  is  its  disposition  to  corrode  or  nice?  ate  the  skin  and 
subjacent  tissues,  either  by  confining  itself  to  one  spot,  or  by  passing 
successively  to  different  parts,  in  a  creeping  and  tortuous  course. 

Species  1.  E .  terebrans  vel  perforans  ;  2.  E.  ambulans  vel 
serpiginosum.  The  first  species  is  generally  confined  to  the  face, 
and  is  particularly  apt  to  attack  the  alae  of  the  nose.  The  second 
may  invade  any  part  of  the  body,  and  is  often  seen  on  the  neck, 
breast,  loins,  and  abdomen,  as  well  as  on  the  upper  and  lower  ex¬ 
tremities. 

This  group  includes  those  diseases  which  in  France  are  com** 
monly  known  under  the  name  of  Dartres,  and  which  were  for¬ 
merly  known  in  England  under  a  corruption  of  the  same  word. 
Tetters ,  though  the  term  is  now  almost  obsolete.  Diseases, 
however,  so  common  will  have  vulgar  names,  and  the  uninitiated 
have  therefore  called  them  scurvy ,  from  the  scurf  or  scale  which 
is  so  often  seen  in  this  group.  The  would-be-wise  doctor  has 
again  corrupted  this  simple  term  into  scorbutic  affections,  and 
thus  united  them  to  a  totally  different  disease  ;  while  Willan,  to 
complete  the  confusion,  called  the  most  common  form  lepra,  a 
name  at  which  biblical  history  has  taught  us  to  tremble.  It  would 
not  be  difficult  to  show  that  this  strange  misnomenclature  has  had 
its  effect  in  leading  astray  many  of  our  brethren,  among  whom 
the  persuasion  of  the  hereditary  descent,  and  the  incurable  na¬ 
ture,  &c.  of  these  complaints  is  far  from  rare. 

The  genus  Herpes  might  at  first  sight  be  thought  to  include 
diseases  of  very  different  characters ;  since  it  comprises,  in  addition 
to  the  genera  pityriasis,  psoriasis  and  lepra  of  Willan,  some  forms 
even  of  impetigo  and  eczema  ;  but  if  the  opinion  of  M.  Alibert  be 
correct,  that  the  disease  commences  with  “  minute  serous  vesicles,” 
and  that  the  formation  of  scales  is  only  secondary,  the  arrangement 
is  perfectly  natural  and  correct.  Bateman  himself  remarks,  that 
impetigo  in  its  advanced  state  is  “  daily  mistaken  for  psoriasis  or 
lepra  — “  but,”  he  continues,  “  the  scaly  diseases  emit  no  fluid, 
and  the  very  existence  of  a  discharge,  however  slight,  is  sufficient 
to  determine  the  diagnosis  of  the  eruption.”  We  can  ourselves 
speak  with  confidence  to  the  error  of  this  test,  of  which  any  one 
may  convince  himself,  by  wrapping  in  oiled  silk,  so  as  to  prevent 
evaporation,  any  part  affected  with  psoj'iasis,  or  frequently  even 
by  comparing  the  state  of  the  exposed  and  covered  parts  of  the 
same  individual.  Though  not  entirely  agreeing  with  M.  Alibert,  that 
herpes,  ( lepra  and  psoriasis ,)  always  commences  with  “  vesicles,” 
though  we  know  that  many  others  entertain  the  same  opinion,  (Dr 
Macartney,  if  we  mistake  not,)  we  feel  assured,  that  it  appears  very 
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frequently  in  this  form,  without  being  in  any  respect  changed  in 
nature  or  character.  If  we  might  venture  to  propose  any  altera¬ 
tion  in  this  group,  it  would  be  the  transposition  of  varus  and  meli- 
tagra ,  as  we  think  the  latter  is  most  nearly  allied  to  herpes ,  and 
the  former  to  esthiomenos. 

Group  V. — Cancrodes. 

These  diseases  are  characterized  by  their  slow  and  insidious  at¬ 
tack,  by  their  induration,  subsequent  ulceration,  and  tedious  dura¬ 
tion  ;  by  their  resistance  to  all  internal  remedies,  and  their  disposi¬ 
tion  to  return  in  the  neighbouring  or  remote  parts  after  removal 
by  operation.  The  cancrodes  are  attended  by  consecutive  fever, 
and  mostly  accompanied  by  very  severe,  deep-seated,  lancinating 
pains.  They  are  probably  hereditary  ;  never  contagious. 

Genus  I.  Carcinus — A  disease  characterized  by  a  small  tumour, 
at  first  indolent,  then  accompanied  by  slight  itching,  which  induces 
the  patient  to  scratch  it,  and  eventually  by  a  severe  pungent  and 
lancinating  pain.  Carcinus  generally  attacks  the  most  sensible 
and  irritable  parts  of  the  skin. 

Species.  1.  C.  tuherculosus  ;  2.  C.  verrucosus  (Soot- wart,  chim¬ 
ney-sweep’s  cancer,-)  3.  C.  melaneus  ( Anthracine ; )  4.  C.  ebur* 
neus ;  5.  C.  globosus  ;  6.  C.  medullaris. 

Genus  II.  Kelis.  A  cancerous  affection,  characterized  by  one 
excrescence,  rarely  by  more  than  one,  more  or  less  prominent,  hard, 
resistent  under  the  finger  when  compressed ;  sometimes  cylindri¬ 
cal,  sometimes  round  or  square,  flattened  in  the  centre,  elevated  at 
the  edges,  so  as  to  form  a  border ;  the  lateral  parts  project  like 
roots  implanted  into  the  skin,  sometimes  resembling  the  cicatrix  of 
a  burn. 

Species  1.  K.  genuina  ;  2  K.  spuria. 

M.  Alibert  has  adopted  the  name  Carcinus  for  those  superficial 
carcinomatous  affections  which  confine  themselves  to  the  skin  and 
subcutaneous  membrane,  to  distinguish  them  from  cancer ,  as  affect¬ 
ing  the  glands  and  other  deep-seated  tissues.  The  existence  of  the 
genus  kelis  has  been  denied ;  but  our  author  has  had  repeated  op¬ 
portunities  of  seeing  it,  and  establishing  its  identity. 

Group  VI. — Leprodes. 

This  group  includes  several  important  constitutional  affections, 
manifesting  themselves  by  local  degenerations  and  morbid  alte¬ 
rations  of  various  forms,  and  generally  attended  by  more  or  less 
diminution  of  the  sensibility,  or  numbness  of  the  parts  affect¬ 
ed.  They  attack  insidiously,  and  almost  insensibly  ;  resist  all 
known  means  of  cure ;  are  exceedingly  chronic  in  duration,  and 
rarely  terminate  but  with  life.  The  leprodes  are  frequently  he¬ 
reditary  in  origin,  but  seem  particularly  favoured  by  certain  cli¬ 
mates  and  situations,  by  bad  food,  sordid  living,  and  mental  de¬ 
pression.  The  dermatic  tissue  is  affected  through  its  whole  thick¬ 
ness,  and  often  morbidly  hypertrophied.  These  diseases  are  not 
contagious. 
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Group  VII — Aisciirodes. 

A  group  of  exceedingly  contagious  diseases,  frequently  propa¬ 
gated  by  sexual  intercourse,  attacking  by  preference  the  face,  head, 
and  organs  of  generation.  The  cutaneous  eruption  is  often  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  slight  febrile  attack.  These  diseases  are  slow  in  their 
progress,  and  are  liable  to  affect  secondarily  almost  every  tissue 
in  the  body,  especially  the  osseous.  It  seems  probable,  though 
it  is  not  yet  sufficiently  well  established  to  warrant  us  in  consider¬ 
ing  it  as  a  character  of  the  group,  that  mercury  possesses  an  almost 
specific  power  in  all  these  affections. 

Genus  I.  Syphilis.  A  contagious  disease,  more  or  less  rapid¬ 
ly  contracted  by  impure  contact,  generally  characterized  external¬ 
ly  by  spots  of  a  coppery-colour,  by  pustules,  vegetations,  excres¬ 
cences,  ulcerations,  swellings,  tumours,  and  imposthumes  ;  inter¬ 
nally  by  caries  and  deeply  seated  pains  in  the  bones. 

Species.  1.  S.  pustulans  ;  2.  S.  vegetans ;  3.  S.  exulcerans. 
— These  three  species  include  an  immense  number  of  varieties, 
some  of  which  appear  to  us  to  possess  sufficient  importance  to  form 
separate  species.  The  first,  or  Syphilis  pustulans,  contains  twelve  ; 
we  shall  only  give  the  names,  as  they  are  generally  so  well  select¬ 
ed  as  to  express  with  sufficient  clearness  the  nature  of  the  affection. 
1.  Squamosa  ;  2.  Crustacea  ;  3.  Pemphigoides ;  4.  Fenticularis  ; 
5.  Racerniformis;  6.  Cerasiform is ;  7-  Miliaris;  8.  Urticata ;  9.  Ser- 
piginosa  ;  10.  Scabioides  ;  \\ .  V arioloides  ;  12.  Tuberculosa. 

The  second  species,  Syphilis  vegetans ,  contains  six  varieties  ; 
1 .  Framhcesia  ;  2.  Cauli flora  ;  3*  Crista-  G alii  ;  4,  Porriformis  ; 
5.  Verrucosa;  6.  Condyloma. 

The  third  species.  Syphilis  exulcerans ,  has  only  three  varieties; 
1.  Serpiginosa  ;  2.  Excavata  ;  3.  Fissata. 

Genus  II.  Mycosis.  A  contagious  disease,  characterized  by 
fungous  excrescences,  which  manifest  themselves  principally  on  the 
face,  hairy  scalp,  and  about  the  organs  of  generation.  These  ex¬ 
crescences,  in  form  resembling  the  fruit  of  the  mulberry  or  straw¬ 
berry,  give  out  a  yellow,  fetid,  and  viscous  tumour  ;  they  occa¬ 
sionally  form  tumours  of  considerable  size ;  sometimes  they  are 
attended  by  coryza,  hoarseness,  ulceration  of  the  tonsils,  pains  of 
the  bones,  &c.  &c. 

Species.  J.  M.  frambesioides,  ( Framhcesia ,  Willan  ;)  2.  M. 
fungoides ,  ( Molluscum ,  Willan,  Verole  of  Amboyna,  Pian,  Pockcn, 
&c.  &c.  ;)  3.  M.  Syphiloides,  (le  Malde  Fiume,  Scherlievo ,  Sibbens , 
of  Scotland,  Fungine  of  Ireland,  &c.  &c.) 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  there  exists  a  certain  analogy  be¬ 
tween  syphilis  and  mycosis,  which  has  been  described  under  as  many 
different  names  as  the  situation  in  which  it  has  been  observed  ;  but 
how  far  this  extends,  future  and  more  accurate  observations  must 
disclose.  From  the  relative  situation  in  which  M.  Alibert  has  placed 
these  diseases,  it  will  be  much  more  easy  to  appreciate  the  affinities 
and  relations  by  which  they  are  allied  to  other  affections. 
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Group  VIII. — Strum.®. 

These  are  chronic  affections  of  the  skin  of  various  forms,  ge¬ 
nerally  with  glandular  swellings,  which  are  apt  to  terminate  in 
ulcerations,  and  are  little  affected  by  any  known  remedy.  The 
strumcB  are  undoubtedly  hereditary,  and  seem  to  depend  on  a 
certain  constitutional  diathesis,  the  nature  of  which  is  little  under¬ 
stood,  but  which  may  show  itself  in  every  tissue  of  the  body,  and 
would  seem  to  consist  essentially  in  a  disposition  to  deposit  tuber¬ 
culous  matter. 

Genus  I.  Scrofula.  An  affection  which  declares  itself  oil 
one  or  more  parts  of  the  integument  by  the  hypertrophy,  indura¬ 
tion,  and  prominence  of  the  lymphatic  glands;  by  the  formation  of 
spots,  scales,  tubercles,  and  pustules,  followed  by  ulcerations,  in¬ 
crustations,  hypertrophies,  cellular  vegetations  qf  the  skin,  &c. 
These  tumours  or  swellings,  the  result  of  a  morbid  change,  as  yet 
but  little  understood,  have  their  special  seat  in  the  glands,  as  the 
parotid,  submaxillary,  sublingual,  cervical,  &c.  The  genus  taken 
collectively  presents  itself  under  two  opposite  aspects  ;  in  the  one, 
the  patient  has  a  florid  colour,  and  the  external  appearance  of  a 
healthy  and  robust  constitution ;  in  the  other,  the  face  is  thin  and 
pale,  the  eyes  dull,  and  the  whole  appearance  that  of  wasting  and 

Species.  1 .  S.  vulgaris  vel  sporadica  ;  2.  S.  endemica. 

Genus  II.  Farcimen.  (Farcy  or  Glanders.)  An  affection  pe¬ 
culiar  to  domestic  animals,  especially  characterized  by  the  deve- 
lopement  of  a  greater  or  less  number  of  small  tumours,  globular  or 
oval,  flattened  or  elongated,  circumscribed,  resistent,  placed  im¬ 
mediately  under,  or  in  the  substance  of,  the  skin,  at  first  painful, 
but  becoming  indolent  after  some  time. 

Species.  1.  F.  benignum  ;  2.  F.  malignum. 

From  the  observations  of  Dr  Elliotson  on  farcy  and  glanders  in  the 
human  subject,  the  opinion  of  M.  Alibert,  that  the  farcy  in  do¬ 
mestic  animals  performs  exactly  the  same  part  as  scrofula  in  the 
human  subject, — would  appear  in  some  degree  questionable.  It 
seems  pretty  well  proved  that  the  disease  is  contagious,  and  may 
be  communicated  from  animals  to  man,  and  again  from  man  to 
animals,  and  that  in  man  it  has  proved  rapidly  fatal,  and  been  at¬ 
tended  with  symptoms  quite  foreign  to  any  known  form  of  scro¬ 
fula  ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  deposition  of  “  grey  tubercles,” — 
the  inflammation  and  swelling  of  the  lymphatic  glands  and  vessels, 

■ — the  suppuration  and  peculiar  appearance  of  the  ulcers  in  the 
chronic  farcy — are  certainly  favourable  to  the  opinion  of  the  scro¬ 
fulous  nature  of  the  affection,  and  at  least  render  the  question 
worthy  of  further  examination. 

Group  IX. — Psorodes. 

These  diseases  are  especially  marked  by  a  severe  sense  of 
itching,  which,  though  not  peculiar  to  the  psorodes,  is  in  them 
so  much  more  constant  and  important  a  symptom  than  in  any 
other  of  the  Dermatodes,  that  it  has  been  justly  selected  to  cha- 
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racterize  the  group.  The  form  of  the  eruption  is  various  and  un¬ 
certain,  and  is  sometimes  accompanied  by  the  presence  of  pediculi. 
These  diseases  are  almost  peculiar  to  the  filthy  and  ill-fed  ;  they 
are  little  inclined  to  cure  spontaneously,  but,  except  in  certain 
forms,  yield  readily  to  treatment. 

Genus  I.  Scabies. — An  eruption  common  to  man  and  many 
domestic  animals.  This  disease,  in  its  true  form,  is  eminently  con¬ 
tagious  ;  it  is  marked  by  vesicles,  pointed  at  the  top,  wide  at  the 
base,  generally  distinct,  yielding  a  fluid  commonly  serous,  but 
sometimes  purulent;  especially  characterized  by  violent  itching. 
This  disease  attacks  alike  either  sex,  and  every  age ;  it  extends 
over  the  whole  body,  except  the  face,  but  is  most  common  about 
the  interstices  of  the  fingers,  the  inner  surface  of  the  wrists,  the 
folds  of  the  elbows  and  knees,  under  the  axilla,  on  the  lateral  parts 
of  the  abdomen,  on  the  thighs,  &c. 

Species.  1.  S.  exquisita  ;  2.  S.  spuria  ;  3.  S.  pecorina. 

Genus  II.  Prurigo — A  non-contagious  eruption,  characterized 
by  papulae,  occupying  one  or  more  parts  of  the  integuments,  vary¬ 
ing  in  number  and  extent,  sometimes  red,  but  more  frequently  of 
the  colour  of  the  skin,  and  often  interspersed  with  small  black  scabs 
produced  by  scratching.  The  appearance  of  these  papulae  is  always 
attended  by  an  acute  sensation  of  itching,  which  must  be  in  this 
case  regarded  as  a  special  and  characteristic  symptom. 

Species.  1.  P.  lichenoides  vel  furfur ans  ;  1.  P.  formicans  ; 
3.  P.  pedicularis  ;  4.  P.  latens. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  M.  Alibert  should  have  placed 
this  group  in  the  situation  it  now  occupies  between  the  strumoe  and 
hcematodes,  with  which  it  does  not  appear  to  have  the  most  distant 
affinity.  I  should  be  inclined  rather  to  place  it  between  the  Tinece 
and  Serpigines,  to  which  it  appears  much  more  naturally  related. 

Group  X. — Hcematodes. 

This  group  is  composed  of  a  peculiar  class  of  affections,  charac¬ 
terized  by  discoloration  of  the  skin,  caused  by  an  effusion  of  blood 
under  the  epidermis.  On  what  this  curious  phenomenon  may  de¬ 
pend,  is  yet  a  mystery  ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  arises  either 
from  disease  of  the  minute  blood-vessels,  or  perhaps  more  likely 
from  a  morbid  state  of  the  vital  fluid  itself. 

Genus  I.  Peliosis — (Purpura,  Willan.) — An  affection  charac¬ 
terized  by  spots  of  a  red,  purple,  or  livid  colour,  occasionally  of  a 
very  considerable  size,  sometimes  but  small,  arising  from  the  effu¬ 
sion  of  blood  between  the  cuticle  and  true  skin,  and  accompanied 
by  haemorrhagies  which  are  excited  by  the  slightest  causes.  These 
spots  are  sometimes  distinct,  sometimes  in  groups ;  they  are  rarely 
attended  with  fever. 

Species  1.  P.  vulgaris;  (Purpura  simplex,  Willan;)  2.  P . 
heemorrhagica  ;  3.  P.  contusa. 

Genus  II.  Petechia — An  affection  characterized  by  small  spots 
scattered  over  the  surface  of  the  skin,  generally  of  a  red  colour, 
though  often  livid,  violet,  or  black ;  sometimes  resembling  flea- 
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bites,  sometimes  small  freckles ;  with  or  without  fever  ;  remaining 
a  longer  or  shorter  period  ;  varying  much  in  size,  sometimes  form¬ 
ing  an  almost  imperceptible  point. 

Species  1.  P.  primaria  vel  idiopalhica ;  2.  P.  secundaria  vel 
symptomatica. 

Group  XI.—Dyschromata. 

This  group  includes  a  number  of  rather  curious  than  important 
affections,  characterized  solely  by  anomaly  either  of  excess  or  de¬ 
fect  of  the  colouring  matter  of  the  skin ;  they  may  be  congenital 
or  accidental. 

Genus  I.  Pannus. — An  affection  characterized  by  one  or  more 
spots,  disseminated  or  collected  together  in  a  greater  or  less  quan¬ 
tity  on  the  surface  of  the  human  skin,  of  which  the  form  and  colour 
are  more  or  less  anomalous. 

Species  1.  P.  lenticularis ,  (Freckles)  ;  2.  P.  hepaticus ;  3.  P.  me- 
laneus ;  4.  P.  carateus. 

Genus  II.  Achroma. — An  affection  characterized  by  white 
spots,  quite  different  from  the  natural  colour,  generally  oval,  of 
various  extent,  sprinkled  over  the  body  like  drops  of  rain.  The 
power  of  sensation  is  frequently  either  partially  or  entirely  lost  in 
the  affected  parts.  The  decoloration  is  sometimes  universal. 

Species  1.  A.  vitiligo;  2.  A.  congeniale. 

Group  XII — Heteromorphea. 

Under  this  group  are  included  a  number  of  affections  which 
appear  to  bear  no  definite  relation  to  any  other  known  diseases, 
nor  to  possess  any  affinity  with  each  other,  and  which  are  there¬ 
fore  arranged  together  merely  for  the  sake  of  convenience. 

Genus  I.  Ichthyosis. — An  affection  which  appears  on  one  or 
more  parts  of  the  integument,  in  the  form  of  scales,  more  or  less 
hard  and  resistent,  of  a  pearly  or  grey  colour,  imparting  to  the 
human  body  the  appearance  proper  to  the  skin  of  fish  or  serpents. 
The  epidermis  often  assumes  a  horny  consistence. 

Species  1.  I.  nilida ;  2.  I.  serpentina  ;  3.  /.  cornea. 

Genus  II.  Tylosis.  (Corns.) — An  affection  characterized  by 
dry,  hard,  lamellated  callosities,  moveable  or  fixed,  formed  in  the 
cellular  layer  of  the  skin,  mostly  occurring  about  the  sole  of  the 
foot  and  on  the  toes.  They  are  almost  always  brought  on  by  the 
pressure  of  tight  shoes,  which  pressure,  if  continued  for  any  length 
of  time,  inflames  the  skin,  and  renders  it  exceedingly  painful. 

Species  1.  T.  gomphosa  ;  2.  T.  indurata  ;  3.  T.  bnlbosa. 

Genus  III.  Verruca. — An  affection  characterized  by  sessile  or 
pedunculated  excrescences,  sometimes  moveable,  sometimes  fixed, 
and  nearly  of  the  natural  colour  of  the  skin.  Their  surface  is 
hard,  rugged,  and  almost  indolent.  This  kind  of  vegetation  is  for 
the  most  part  scarcely  susceptible  of  inflammation. 

Species  1.  V.  vulgaris;  2.  V.  acrochordon. 


52  ON  THE  CLASSIFICATION  OF  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 


Genus  IV.  Onygosis. — An  affection  characterized  by  inflam¬ 
mation,  with  pain,  redness,  and  swelling  of  the  matrix  of  the  nail, 
and  malformation,  induration,  or  other  morbid  change  of  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  the  nail  itself. 

Species  1.  0.  acuta ;  2.  0.  chronica ;  3.  O.  per  incarnationem ; 
4.  O.  per  fcedidatem. 

Genus  V.  Dermatolysis — An  affection  characterized  by  an  un¬ 
natural  extension  of  the  skin,  arising  from  a  peculiar  change  in 
the  contractile  power  of  this  membrane. 

Species  2.  D.  palpebrarum  ;  2.  D.  faciei ;  3-  D.  collaris  ;  4. 
D.  abdominalis  ;  5.  D.  genitalium. 

Genus  VI.  NiEVUs. — A  congenital  affection,  characterized  by 
spots,  most  frequently  solitary  and  scattered,  by  vesicles,  cysts, 
warty  or  steatomatous  excrescences,  of  an  infinite  variety  of  forms 
and  colours. 

This  group  is  from  its  very  nature  imperfect.  But  though  it  may, 
and  probably  will,  frequently  undergo  modifications  and  changes, 
these  will  in  no  degree  affect  the  general  principles  on  which  the 
method  is  founded. 


FINIS. 
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Errata. 

Page  3,  l.  25,  for  partly  read  purely. 

7,  8,/or  less  inequalities  read  lesser  inequalities. 

7,  12,  for  interrupted  read  uninterrupted. 

7,  24 yfor  we  have  inquired  read  we  have  not  inquired. 

0,  5 ,for  which  they  undergo  read  which  they  must  undergo. 

0,  32,  for  this  read  their. 

10,  9,  for  which  read  while. 

13,  29,  for  characters  read  character. 

22,  14  ,for  opposition  read  apposition. 

23,  3G,  for  if  we  venture  read  if  we  may  venture. 

28,  99,  for  tout  read  sont. 


